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SONI External Communications have carried out the required stakeholder engagement during Part 1 of the Grid Development Process for the Coolkeeragh 110kV Extension project. This document is intended to provide a summary of the feedback received from the key stakeholders in the study area. 
Meeting requests were issued to the MP and MLAs within the Foyle Parliamentary / Assembly constituency, as well as to Derry and Strabane District Council and the Londonderry Chamber of Commerce. 
This report outlines a summary of the meetings held to date and the feedback that was received. 




















Meeting with Foyle Sinn Féin
12th October 2022
Attendees
· Ciara Ferguson MLA (CF) – Sinn Féin MLA for Foyle
· Cllr Paul Fleming (PF) – Sinn Féin Councillor for DSDC – Faughan DEA
· Apology – Pádraig Delargy MLA (PD) – Sinn Féin MLA for Foyle

Summary of feedback

· Sarah Foster and Ciaran McCartan presented on the Coolkeeragh 110kV Extension project.
· Ciara Ferguson MLA made the following comments and queries 
· What are the timelines for project completion?
· How will the project meet DfE and NI Executive Energy targets? 
· The future proofing of the network was viewed as positive.  
· Have any prospective customers expressed interest in   connecting into the upgrade?
· Cllr Fleming made the following comments and queries
· Positive to hear the proposed consultation with communities. 
· Moubouy was a sensitive site to be aware of.
· What types of renewable energy generation were being targeted? 
· The Rural Areas Partnership should also be contacted for any future consultation as the proposal develops.












Meeting with Londonderry Chamber of Commerce (LCC)

18th  October 2022

Attendees 
· Anna Doherty (AD) – CEO, LCC
· Selina Horshi (SH) – LCC Member, Whitehorse Hotel
· David O’Neill (D’ON) – LCC Member, Foyle Port
· Tony Anderson (TA) – LCC Member, Nelipak
· Roy Devine (RD) – LCC Member, Modern Democracy
· Therese Lannon Crean (TLC) – LCC Member, SSE
· Marc Doorish (MD) – LCC Member, MPA Recruitment
· Ciaran McCreanor (CM) – LCC Member, Dalradian

Summary of feedback

· Sarah Foster and Ciaran McCartan presented on the Coolkeeragh 110kV Extension project.
· The following comments and queries were made by representatives of the Londonderry Chamber of Commerce: 
· Have the lands to the south of the existing 110kV substation had been considered for the extension?
· Will this extension accommodate more power flow or increase the bay capacity?
· What hardware is required and will another 110kV line required?
· What renewable sources are planned to be used?
· What is the budget for this project?
· What technologies have been considered to enhance the project deliverability and are there any issues with frequencies?
· Is there anything to support the faults in the North West?
· Impressed by the strong level of consultation and asked why there was such extensive consultation carried out.
· Is land to the west of the existing 275kV substation to be used for any further expansion. 
· Are there any plans for electricity supply interruption over the next 6 months?


Meeting with DUP

18th October 2022

Attendee
· Gary Middleton MLA (GM) – DUP MLA for Foyle

Summary of feedback

· Sarah Foster and Ciaran McCartan presented on the Coolkeeragh 110kV Extension project.
· The following comments were made:
· The range of stakeholder engagement was deemed positive.
· Understood the benefits of the project including economic opportunities and recognised importance of supply and resilience on the grid. 
· Accepted why the preferred option was chosen. 
· Welcomed that consultation events will take place and was happy to encourage people to attend when they happened. 
· Suggested meeting John Kelpie, Chief Executive of DCSDC, and City of Derry Airport as key stakeholders.















Meeting with Derry City and Strabane District Council (DCSDC)

27th October 2022

Attendees
· Maura Fox (MF) – Head of Planning, DCSDC
· Eamon Molloy (EM) – Head of Planning Performance and Improvement, DCSDC
· Karen Phillips (KP) – Director of Regeneration, DCSDC
· Rosemarie McMenamin (RMcM) – Principal Planning Officer, DCSDC

Summary of feedback

· Sarah Foster and Ciaran McCartan presented on the Coolkeeragh 110kV Extension project 
· The following points were raised by DCSDC during the meeting:
· Appreciative of the early engagement on the project. 
· From a Council corporate perspective, anything which improves capacity and reliability on the grid was deemed a huge priority. 
· Highlighted that the application may be ‘major’ and would require a PAN
· A PAD was considered worthwhile particularly in relation to the options and the contaminated land.
· It was noted that there may be a requirement of an EIA and EIA Screening process. 
· Stressed the Importance of providing as much information as possible at the PAD meeting.
· For any planning and environmental issues, it was noted that the Council would be happy to go through a preliminary inquiry process to examine detail. 
· It was emphasised that wider considerations need to be considered, such as rivers, air quality and natural heritage. 
· The Council indicated that it was happy to advise when information became available. 
· It was highlighted that environmental issues will generate significant attention and the Council corporately are conscious of wider environment issues. 
· It was pointed out that is a strong environmental lobby in the city and district and that all the positives related with this proposal should be highlighted. 
· It was emphasised that Consultation will be vital to the project. 
· The Council was happy to engage with SONI later when the timing was right, and to commence PAD at the earliest opportunity.

Meeting with SDLP

2nd November 2022

Attendee 
Mark H. Durkan MLA (MD) – SDLP MLA for Foyle

Summary of Feedback

· Sarah Foster and Ciaran McCartan presented on the Coolkeeragh 110kV Extension project.
· The following comments and queries were raised during the meeting. 
· Has there been any conversations with council planners on the project? 
· What level of disruption would there likely be to customers?
·  It was good to see early planning for the construction of the project. 
· What level of investment was proposed for this project?
· It was stressed that currently people are anxious about any mention of electricity or energy costs.
· It was viewed as important to frame the messaging around the project as both good for the environment and that it will save customers money. 
· Engagement at this early stage was welcomed and Strathfoyle Community Network who neighbour the site were considered to be a key stakeholder to engage with. 
· Option 2 was considered  most sensible but also asked if there were there any negative points associated with it?
· Do SONI believe DCSDC will require additional expertise to assess the planning application when it was submitted?







Summary of Key Feedback

· Feedback collated from the stakeholder engagement meetings was analysed and key themes have emerged.  

· These themes, including extracts from the meetings with the stakeholders, are outlined below. 


Key Theme 1: Contribution to RES Integration and Climate Targets
· Whether SONI had any influence on what types of renewable energy generation were being encouraged to meet the Climate Act targets 

· Whether this extension would accommodate more power flow or increase the bay capacity

· What renewable sources are planned to be used. RS noted that Coolkeeragh is an important node to connect renewables which would include onshore wind, solar and offshore wind. 

· It is important to frame the messaging around the project as both good for the environment and it will save customers money.

Key Theme 2: Consultation
· That it was positive to hear the proposed consultation with communities as the development process continues. 

· Struck by the strong level of consultation and asked why there was such a level of consultation carried out and asked whether it was not permitted development. 

· That the environmental issues will generate a lot of attention and the Council corporately are aware of wider environment issues. He noted that there is a strong environmental lobby in the city and district and that all the positives related with this proposal should be highlighted. Consultation will be vital. 


Key Theme 3: Planning Implications
· That the application may be major and would need a PAN but noted the slide deck did contain a lot of information about proposed consultation

· A PAD is a good idea particularly in relation to the options and the contaminated land. 

· There may be a requirement of an EIA and EIA Screening process. 

· It was important to provide as much information as possible at the PAD meeting when the PAD application was ready.


Key Theme 4: Investment
· What is the budget for this project. 

· What is the proposed investment for this project.

Key Theme 5: Timeline
· Timelines for completion of project


Key These 6: Security of Supply
· Whether this extension would accommodate more power flow or increase the bay capacity. 

· With all options having been appraised, what level of disruption would there likely be to customers.

· From a Council corporate perspective, anything which improves capacity and reliability on the grid is a huge priority. 







Frequency of Feedback following Part 1 Engagement



Frequency of Feeback

Climate Targets	Investment	Planning Considerations 	Timeline	Consultation	Secruity of Supply	2	2	6	1	6	4	
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