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2. Executive Summary 

SONI, the electricity transmission system operator for Northern Ireland, has carried out its Part 2b 

consultation process with respect to the ‘East Tyrone Reinforcement’ Project between 16th January 

and 6th March 2026 in line with SONI’s 3-Part Grid Development Process. The East Tyrone 

Reinforcement Project involves the extension of Dungannon Main substation, located on the 

Quintinmanus Road, Dungannon and will enhance capacity for forecasted demand and minimise risk 

to current supplies. 

 

Previous engagement during Part 1 of this project involved engagements with elected representatives 

and key council officials to introduce the project and identify any potential areas of concern for local 

residents, landowners and communities. All political parties, which represent the Mid Ulster 

Constituency at either Parliament or the Northern Ireland Assembly were engaged with during this 

early stage of the process. The feedback received throughout this consultation period has helped to 

inform the development of this project.  

 

Following Part 1, the project moved to Part 2c where a second and final round of non-statutory 

consultation took place which encompassed a variety of consultation techniques to ensure all key 

stakeholders and residents had access to project information and to ensure they had the opportunity 

to submit feedback on the proposals:  

 

• A public consultation event was held in The Junction, Dungannon on 28th January 2026. 

Approximately 8 people attended the public event throughout the day including local MLA, 

Diana Armstrong, as well as landowners, residents and other interested stakeholders. 

• SONI’s Consultation Portal ensured residents and key stakeholders could view project 

materials online and submit feedback on the proposals. 

• Advertisements were placed in the Mid-Ulster Mail and Belfast Telegraph at least one week 

in advance of the public consultation event providing detail on the online consultation and 

public drop-in event. 

• Letters were issued to properties in the vicinity of the substation to provide detail on the 

project and an invitation to the public consultation event. 

• Direct invitations were issued to elected representatives from Mid Ulster and Fermanagh & 

South Tyrone Constituencies and the Torrent and Dungannon DEAs in Mid Ulster District 

Council to engage in the consultation process by providing a summary of the project and 

details on how to provide feedback on the proposals. 

• Individual briefings were sought with key elected representatives and stakeholders to 

introduce the project and provide details on the need for the project and the key benefits 

• A campaign of social media activity on Facebook and LinkedIn shared information on the 

project, directing people to SONI’s Consultation Portal. 

 

Chapter 6 of this report provides an overview of the feedback submitted by members of the public, 

key stakeholders, and elected representatives during private briefings and during the public drop-in 

consultation event. It includes the feedback received, broken down into key themes, and a summary 

of the main issues and comments raised by stakeholders. 



 

Moving forward with this project, SONI will now prepare to submit a planning application to Mid Ulster 

District Council. Subject to approval, SONI will endeavour to provide information to key stakeholders 

and elected representatives on the construction programme and the relevant next steps.  

 

As part of the process of developing the grid, SONI is obliged to secure consents and access to required 

lands on behalf of NIE Networks who will construct and maintain the new infrastructure. 

 

  



3. Introduction 

3.1 Part 2c Engagement Summary Report 

 
SONI, the electricity transmission system operator for Northern Ireland, is planning to bring forward 

the East Tyrone Reinforcement Project. This project involves the extension of the existing Dungannon 

Main Substation, located on the Quintinmanus Road, Dungannon.  

 

Dungannon Main substation currently supplies approximately 33,000 customers in Dungannon, 

Cookstown, Coalisland and the surrounding villages. The substation is forecast to reach operational 

capacity in the time ahead. The East Tyrone Reinforcement Project will be crucial in enhancing capacity 

and resilience in the Mid Ulster area and contribute to strengthening Northern Ireland’s electricity 

grid as we prepare for a cleaner energy future. 

 

This report represents a concise, yet thorough assessment of the quality and extent of consultation 

activities that have taken place in relation to the proposed East Tyrone Reinforcement Project during 

Part 2c of SONI’s 3-Part Process for Developing the Grid. 

  



4. Background 

4.1 SONI Background 

 
SONI is the electricity transmission system operator for Northern Ireland which means it plans for the 

future of the electricity grid and operates it every minute of every day, including interconnecting to 

neighbouring grids. As Northern Ireland continues its move toward cleaner energy, the electricity 

system must also evolve. Investing in and improving the grid is essential to make the supply of 

electricity more reliable and cost effective.   

 

SONI also operate the all-island wholesale electricity market with EirGrid through the Single Electricity 

Market Operator (SEMO).  

 

In April 2014, SONI was given the responsibility to plan and develop the transmission network. The 

transmission network is owned and maintained by the Northern Ireland Electricity Networks (NIEN), 

the transmission owner (TO). 

 

 

4.2 Project Background 

 
Dungannon Main is a 110/33kV bulk supply point to the north of Dungannon town. The substation 

contains a 110kV mesh, two 110/33kV transformers and a 33kV switchboard. There is also a 33/11kV 

substation on the site. It supplies approximately 33,000 customers via 11 of 33/11kV substations in 

Dungannon, Cookstown and Coalisland as well as several villages. The bulk supply point also supplies 

a high voltage cement production plant in Cookstown as well as connecting one large scale windfarm. 

 

Demand at the site has been approaching the firm capacity for a number of years. To relieve this, NIE 

Networks constructed a new 33kV circuit from Creagh Main to Coagh West, transferring 

approximately 13MVA. However, while relieving demand at the time, this was an interim solution.  

 

As part of SONI’s role to plan the transmission grid in an efficient, economic and co-ordinated manner, 

the demand at Dungannon Main is forecasted to increase due to the expected electrification of heat 

and transport. 

 

This has triggered the need for the East Tyrone Reinforcement project that will enhance capacity for 

forecasted demand and minimise risk to current supplies. 

 

The proposal for the East Tyrone Reinforcement Project will include:  

• Extension of the existing substation compound 

• Establishment of a second 110/33kV bulk supply point 

• Installation of two new 110/33kV transformers to be connected into two spare 110kV bays 

 



 
 

Dungannon Main is located on the Quintinmanus Road, Dungannon, displayed on the map below. The 

substation sits within the Torrent DEA of Mid Ulster District Council and within the Mid Ulster 

Parliamentary / Assembly Constituency. The site is also located close to the boundary with Fermanagh 

& South Tyrone Parliamentary / Assembly Constituency and the Dungannon DEA.  

 

 



The project was assessed against the criteria for classification as a ‘major’ development and does not 

meet the statutory thresholds in terms of scale and site area. Based on this, statutory Pre-Application 

Community Consultation (PACC) was not a requirement on this project, however, a similar process of 

engagement has been undertaken in line with good practice and SONI’s 3-Part Process to ensure key 

stakeholders and local residents were appropriately informed of the proposals.  

 

 

4.3 Previous Engagement  

 
SONI’s 3-Part Process puts stakeholder and public consultation at the heart of how the transmission 

grid is developed.  

 

 

 

This project has completed Part 1 of SONI’s 3-Part Process for Developing the Grid. During Part 1, the 

SONI project team considered potential technology solutions to address the issues and determined a 

preliminary preferred option for the project. SONI engaged with key stakeholder groups during this 

stage of the process, such as the local council and elected representatives, to introduce the project 

and identify any potential areas of concern for local residents, landowners and communities. 

 

All political parties representing the Mid Ulster Constituency at either Westminster or the Northern 

Ireland Assembly were engaged with. Due to the proximity of the existing substation to the Fermanagh 

and South Tyrone Constituency boundary, efforts were made to engage with the Member of 

Parliament for Fermanagh and South Tyrone. 

 

Engagement with the local council and elected representatives took the form of individual briefings 

through Microsoft TEAMs where key stakeholders were given the opportunity to discuss the proposals 

with members of the project team and provide feedback. The feedback received throughout this 

consultation period has helped to inform the development of this project.  

 

An overview of the engagement during Part 1 is provided below. 

 

 

 



Name  Role Party / Organisation Date 

Dr Chris Boomer  Head of Planning MUDC  17th November 2022 

Francie Molloy Mid Ulster MP Sinn Féin 18th November 2022 

Keith Buchanan Mid Ulster MLA DUP 23rd November 2022 

Patsy McGlone Mid Ulster MLA SDLP 30th November 2022 

 

Key themes emerging from these meetings included security of supply, substation site location, 

overhead lines, Battery Storage, investment & timelines and transformers. A summary of the 

engagement which took place during part 1 has been appended to this report (Appendix 1). 

 

 

4.4 Part 2c Engagement  

 
A second and final round of non-statutory consultation has taken place ahead of the submission of a 

planning application to Mid Ulster District Council in line with SONI’s 3-Part Process.  

 

The consultation methods utilised during this process included an online consultation hosted on the 

SONI Consultation Portal (https://consult.soni.ltd.uk/) as well as hosting a public engagement event 

in The Junction, Dungannon.  

 

Notification was taken forward through individual invitations to elected representatives with the offer 

to meet to discuss the project, advertisement of the consultation and public engagement event in the 

local newspapers (Mid-Ulster Mail and Belfast Telegraph) and an invitation letter delivered to 

neighbouring properties.  

 

Feedback received throughout this process has been duly considered by the project team. A summary 

of feedback is set out in Chapter 4. 

 

 

4.5 Stakeholder Mapping 

 
At the outset of this project, Gravis Planning completed a comprehensive stakeholder mapping 

exercise to identify all the relevant key stakeholders and elected representatives in relation to the 

proposed development.  

 

Throughout the consultation period, these key stakeholders were kept up-to-date at the outset of the 

consultation and in advance of the public consultation event.  

 

  

https://consult.soni.ltd.uk/


5. Public Consultation 

5.1 Notification 

 
SONI utilised a range of best practice notification methods to advertise the consultation for the East 

Tyrone Reinforcement Project. Advertisements were placed in the Mid-Ulster Mail and Belfast 

Telegraph at least one week in advance of the public consultation event providing detail on the online 

consultation and public engagement event (Appendix 2).  

 

A letter containing details of the public engagement event and the online consultation was drafted 

and distributed via Royal Mail to all properties within 500m of the site at least one week in advance 

of the public event (Appendix 3). Overall, 62 properties in the vicinity of the site were issued with the 

letter as well as the owner of the Battery Storage development located beside the substation 

(Appendix 4).  

 

Social media activity was taken forward throughout the consultation period, with details of the launch 

of the consultation and public engagement event advertised on the SONI Facebook and LinkedIn 

accounts. A selection of social media posts can be found in Appendix 5.  

 

 

5.2 Public Consultation Event  

 
A drop-in public engagement event was held in The Junction, Dungannon on Wednesday 28th January 

2026 between 2pm and 8pm. As Dungannon Main Substation is located in a rural area with no 

appropriate event locations in the immediate vicinity, SONI decided to host the consultation event in 

Dungannon, which is the nearest town making it more accessible to residents and stakeholders 

neighbouring the proposed site. 

 

The event took the form of a staffed exhibition, providing an opportunity for members of the public 

to view details on the proposals, provide feedback on the project and discuss any concerns with 

members of the project team who were in attendance.  

 

Key members of the NIE Networks, RPS Tetratech and Gravis Planning were present at the event to 

respond to questions or issues raised by attendees. Images from the public event can be found in 

Appendix 6. 

 

Approximately 8 people attended the public event throughout the day including local MLA, Diana 

Armstrong, as well as landowners, local residents and other interested stakeholders.  

 

Detail on the NI Transmission Grid as well as information on the project was clearly displayed at the 

event (Appendix 7). Information set out at the event included: 

• SONI’s Network Development map  

• Map of the location of Dungannon Main Substation 



• Existing substation layout 

• Existing substation elevations 

• Proposed substation layout  

• Proposed substation elevations 

• Landscape proposal option 

• Existing photomontages 

• Proposed photomontages 

• Project brochure 

 

Feedback forms were also available at the event for attendees to submit any queries / issues 

(Appendix 8). 2 feedback forms were submitted by attendees at the event.  

 

Members of the project team endeavoured to record a summary of discussions held with attendees 

and an overview of the topics discussed during these conversations (Appendix 9).  

 

 

5.3 Online Consultation  

 
An online consultation was hosted on the SONI consultation portal between 16th January and 6th 

March 2026. The dedicated webpage was available for the public to view at 

https://consult.soni.ltd.uk/ and included a copy of the brochure (Appendix 10) as well as an online 

feedback form. A dedicated SONI webpage has also been established by SONI on their website 

containing key details and information on the proposals.  

 

The online consultation provided an opportunity for the local community and interested stakeholders 

to view plans for the project and provide feedback on the proposals.  

 

Screenshots from the online consultation webpage is provided below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://consult.soni.ltd.uk/


 



 

A SONI email address (info@soni.ltd.uk), telephone number (+44 (0)28 90794336) and office address 

was included on project materials to provide individuals with the opportunity to engage with the 

project team and provide feedback on the project. 

 

 

5.4 Elected Representatives & Key Stakeholders  

 
Engagement has been carried out with Parliamentary and Assembly members, as well as local 

Councillors representing the area to provide information on the project and details on how to provide 

feedback. Due to the close proximity of the substation to Fermanagh & South Tyrone Constituency, 

representatives from this area were also engaged with throughout the consultation. 

 

This engagement took the form of emails to all local representatives with information on the 

consultation and details of how to provide feedback on the proposals. 

 

Elected representatives engaged with throughout this process included:  

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@soni.ltd.uk


Mid Ulster Parliamentary Constituency  

• Cathal Mallaghan MP 

 

Fermanagh & South Tyrone Constituency  

• Pat Cullen MP 

 

Mid Ulster Assembly Constituency 

• Patsy McGlone MLA 

• Keith Buchanan MLA 

• Michelle O’Neill MLA 

• Linda Dillon MLA 

• Emma Sheerin MLA 

 

Fermanagh & South Tyrone Assembly Constituency  

• Diana Armstrong MLA 

• Jemma Dolan MLA 

• Deborah Erskine MLA 

• Colm Gildernew MLA 

• Áine Murphy MLA 

 

Torrent DEA 

• Cllr Malachy Quinn 

• Cllr Niall McAleer 

• Cllr Nuala McLernon 

• Cllr Eimear Carney  

• Cllr Jonathan Buchanan 

• Cllr Dan Kerr 

 

Dungannon DEA 

• Cllr James Burton 

• Cllr Clement Cuthbertson  

• Cllr Karol McQuade 

• Cllr Dominic Molloy 

• Cllr Barry Monteith  

• Cllr Deirdre Varsani 

 

Individual briefings were sought with key elected representatives and stakeholders to introduce the 

project and provide details on the need for the project and the key benefits. Following a successful 

process of engagement with local representatives during an earlier phase of consultation on this 

project, it was important to update these representatives and garner support from those who have 

influence within the community. 

 

In order to deliver effective engagement with elected representatives and key stakeholders, a 

PowerPoint presentation was created and used during individual briefings. This presentation provided 



an overview of SONI, its role and engagement model, as well as a summary of the project, proposed 

timeline until project energisation and an overview of the planned consultation activities (Appendix 

11). 

 

Where a party had more than one MLA/MP for the constituency, individual briefings were sought with 

the most senior representative. SONI advised that the meeting was also open to party colleagues. 

Details of the individual briefings carried out on during this consultation period are outlined below: 

 

Name Role Organisation Method of Engagement  Date of Meeting 

Keith Buchanan  Mid Ulster MLA DUP Team’s meeting 21st November 2025 

Diana Armstrong  
Fermanagh & South 

Tyrone MLA 
UUP 

In person meeting 
3rd December 2025 

Melvin Bowman 

Karen Doyle  

Head of Strategic Planning 

Head of Local Planning 

Mid Ulster District 

Council Planning 

Department  

Team’s meeting 

17th December 2025 

Pat Cullen  
Fermanagh & South 

Tyrone MP 
Sinn Féin 

Team’s meeting 
17th December 2025 

Cathal Mallaghan  Mid Ulster MP Sinn Féin Team’s meeting 15th January 2026 

Patsy McGlone Mid Ulster MLA SDLP Briefing note issued 11th February 2026 

 

 

5.5 Social Media 

 
A campaign of social media activity was carried out on the SONI Facebook and LinkedIn accounts to 

raise the profile of the project and share relevant information with the public. This included a link to 

the SONI Consultation Portal to encourage stakeholders to provide feedback during the consultation 

process.  

 

During this consultation process, SONI gathered social media analytics from their Facebook and 

LinkedIn posts. A breakdown of analytics on a selection of project specific posts is included below:  

Facebook 19th January 30th January 

Views 395 349 

Interactions 2 0 

Link Clicks 0 2 

Engagements 853 919 

 

LinkedIn 19th January 3rd March  

Impressions 2,649 1,209 

Engagements 160 59 

Engagement Rate 6.04% 4.88% 

Clicks 98 46 

Reactions 58 13 



6. Stakeholder Issues 

6.1 Stakeholder Feedback 

 
Throughout the engagement process, interested stakeholders had the opportunity to provide 

feedback through the following methods:  

• Feedback forms available at the public drop-in event 

• Online feedback form as part of the online consultation 

• Submissions made via the SONI email address 

• Feedback provided through the SONI telephone number  

• Submissions posted to SONI Headquarters 

 

6.2 Overview of Information Provided in Feedback Forms 

 
The table below includes a summary of the feedback received by SONI via the feedback forms 

completed and returned by attendees at the public consultation drop-in events.  

 

Overview of Feedback Forms 

Based on the information in the 2 individual submissions provided:  

Both respondents indicated they live within the local area  

1 respondent was in the age category 30-44  

1 respondent was in the age category 65+  

People heard about the event through:  

SONI Landowner Engagement team  Newspaper advertisement   

A number of statements were presented to attendees. The following responses were generated:  

Both respondents either agreed of strongly agreed that they understand what the East Tyrone 

Reinforcement Project involves  

Both respondents agree or strongly agree that they understand why the project is needed  



Both respondents strongly agree that they have a better understanding of SONI’s role  

Both respondents strongly agreed that they were satisfied with the engagement with SONI  

Both respondents agree or strongly agree that the information was accessible and easy to understand  

Both respondents strongly agree that the project will benefit the local community  

Both respondents strongly agree that the Project is crucial to help Northern Ireland meet its energy 

targets  

Attendees were provided with the opportunity to provide any further feedback or 

suggestions regarding the East Tyrone Reinforcement Project. The following additional feedback 

was generated:  

“Good understanding of the project. Interested to hear more on works outside the scheme proposals 

– such as line upgrades and opportunities for Battery Storage etc.” 

 

 

6.3 Overview of Feedback and Engagement  

 
The table below combines the feedback received at the public engagement event and online 

consultation and through individual briefings with elected representatives and key stakeholders. The 

record of engagement forms were completed by SONI staff to reflect conversations with attendees at 

the public engagement event. A record of individual briefings with key stakeholders and elected 

representatives was documented to capture a summary of the discussions held and any feedback 

provided. The table also sets out the SONI response to the pieces of feedback.   

 

Theme   Summary of Feedback / Engagement   Response  

General 

Support   

• Support for the location of the 

project – not too many residents 

around. 

• Because the substation already 

exists, this shouldn’t cause too 

much of an issue to residents. 

• Support for the proposed 

landscaping as substations can be 

visually intrusive.  

• This project is an important 

investment in the Dungannon area 

• Noted 

Project Scope / 

Details 

• What does the project involve? • The East Tyrone Reinforcement Project 

involves the extension of Dungannon Main 



Substation, the establishment of a second 

110/33kV bulk supply point and the 

installation of two new 110/33kV 

transformers to be connected into two spare 

110kV bays.   

• Where will the works take place? • The works will take place at the existing 

Dungannon Main Substation, located on the 

Quintinmanus Road, Dungannon. 

• Is expanding the substation to the 

south the only option? 

• There are a number of constraints around the 
existing substation, for example, residential 
properties and a lake. Various studies have 
been carried out to determine the preferred 
option of extending the substation to the 
south.  

• Query on how much the size of the 

substation would increase by 

• [RESPONSE TO BE DRAFTED BY SONI] 

• Would there be any additional 

transmission lines at the 

substation? 

• There will be no new transmission lines 

required for this project. NIE will be 

reconfiguring some of the existing 

infrastructure which will involve 

undergrounding some of the 33kV overhead 

infrastructure in the area.  

• Query that the output voltage 

would not increase from 33kV as 

part of the extension 

• The output from this extension will not 
exceed 33kV.  

• Discussion around 

undergrounding and whether this 

was an option with any aspect of 

the project. 

• Some of the options considered at an earlier 

stage of the project included an underground 

cable circuit. As part of this project, NIE will 

remove some of the existing 33kV overhead 

network and underground in the local area. 

• Discussion around materials and 

potential difficulties with getting 

parts for transformers.  

• [RESPONSE TO BE DRAFTED TO DISCUSS 

PROCUREMENT PROCESS] 

• Discussion around the body of 

water to the south of the site. 

• Cullion Lough is located to the south of the 

substation. Various ecological surveys and 

walkovers have been completed in the 

surrounding area as part of this project. 

• What is the scale of investment for 

this project?  

• The total investment on this project is around 

£10million. The substation reinforcement is 

valued around £7m, with some additional 

work, for example, undergrounding parts of 

the distribution network, valued around £3m. 

Project 

Timelines & 

Delivery 

• What are the timelines for the 

project? 

• A planning application for the project is hoped 

to be submitted to Mid Ulster District Council 

in mid-2026. Following the planning process 



and subject to approval, the project will be 

passed to NIE Networks for construction in Q1 

2028 with energisation planned for Q4 2030. 

These timescales are indicative at this stage.  

• Query around the timeline of 6 

years from inception to 

energisation. 

• Timelines are usually around 4-6 years 

depending on the project. Various elements 

contribute to these timelines for example, 

assessments to be completed, planning and 

procurement of materials. 

• Query around the project 

timescales with a large gap 

between planning submission and 

construction. 

• SONI usually allow for 12 months following 

planning approval where land acquisition and 

final design is agreed before the project is 

handed over to NIE for construction. 

• How much notice will be given to 

landowners before SONI / NIE 

commence construction. 

• SONI have engaged in a thorough process of 

engagement with landowners. This 

engagement will continue as the project 

progresses. Pending planning approval, SONI 

will ensure all permissions and agreements 

are in place ahead of construction 

commencing. Landowners will receive formal 

written notice several weeks in advance of 

works starting.  

Landowner 

Engagement & 

Consultation 

• Query around SONI’s wayleave / 

easement process and when 

landowners would be contacted to 

progress with this process. 

• SONI now prefer the use of easements instead 

of wayleaves, and the preference is to reach 

agreement with landowners. SONI is 

obligated to secure consents and accesses to 

the required lands on behalf of NIE Networks 

ahead of construction. SONI’s Landowner 

Engagement Team has commenced a process 

of engagement with landowners regarding 

these proposals. 

• Query on how SONI intend to work 

with the landowner for land 

required for the project. 

• An extensive engagement process has taken 
place with the landowner, and the 
preference is to come to a mutual 
agreement.  

• Discussion around the purchase of 

land required for the project given 

previous challenges with land 

acquisition on other projects such 

as the A5.  

• SONI will need to purchase a small piece of 

land to facilitate the extension. Engagement 

with the landowner has been positive to date 

and they understand the requirement for the 

project. SONI will look to come to a mutual 

agreement with the landowner in the next 

number of months.  

• Discussion around access 

agreements and how NIE will gain 

access for construction.  

• Further engagement will be carried out with 

landowners to ensure all consent and access 

arrangements are in place for the 



construction of the project, pending planning 

approval.   

• Concern around proposed 

planting. 

• The existing vegetation and hedgerow along 

the eastern boundary of the substation will be 

retained. New tree planting and woodland 

screen planting will be introduced along the 

western boundary of the substation along 

with a new 1.2m high fence to reduce the 

visual impact of the new infrastructure.  

Planning, 

Environmental 

and Regulatory 

Considerations 

• Has there been any engagement 

with the Council Planning 

Department? 

• SONI has met with Council Planning Officials 

to discuss the proposals and had a very 

positive discussion. 

• Concerns around planning and 

NIEA. 

• A planning application for these proposals will 

be submitted in the coming months. As part of 

the planning process, NIEA is a statutory 

consultee and will be formally consulted. 

• The team should be mindful of 
surveys being out of date before 
planning submission – surveys 
should be completed within 12 
months prior to a planning 
application  

• RPS are aware of the timescales and all 
surveys will be completed within the 12-
month timeframe.  

• Noise monitoring will be 
something Environmental Health 
will be looking for – can low 
frequency humming noises be 
experienced nearby a substation.  

• Noise monitoring has been carried out at a 

number of local properties. Due to the new 

equipment and transformers being installed, 

noise shouldn’t be an issue. There is an option 

of installing screens if there was a noise 

impact, however, SONI don’t foresee this as 

an issue.  

Community 

Impact & 

Public Concern 

• What will this project mean for 

local people and businesses?  

• The existing substation is nearing capacity 

with the load in the local area increasing in the 

last number of years. Doubling capacity at the 

substation will allow for more PV panels, 

electric vehicles etc to be connected to the 

grid and will support decarbonisation and the 

move towards net zero 

• Query on whether there were any 

houses in the local area.  

• There are a number of properties to the north 

of the site – there was a rationale for 

extending the substation to the side with no 

properties. Engagement has been carried out 

with all local properties as part of this project. 

• Do SONI anticipate any objections 

to the proposal or people raising 

health concerns from living near 

substations?  

• SONI has completed various studies around 

the substation and engaged with landowners 

in the area. With the potential visual impact, 

SONI has proposed introducing new screening 



at the substation. Regarding health concerns, 

subject matter experts have previously 

advised on EMF impacts at substations 

Network 

Capacity, 

Future 

Demand and 

Security of 

Supply 

• Query around whether the project 

is future-proofed to cope with 

increasing demand. 

• Demand forecasting has been carried out and 

is considered when planning infrastructure 

and what is required. This reinforcement 

project will effectively double the capacity of 

the substation.   

• With the existing substation 

already at capacity, is there any 

headroom? 

• The substation is forecast to reach operational 

capacity in the time ahead. Due to this, SONI 

is unable to facilitate any further connections 

at this location.  

• Are SONI content that what us 

currently in place will continue to 

meet capacity until 2030 as there 

are a number of large industrial 

companies who will be looking to 

increase demand in the next 

number of years.  

• The firm capacity of the substation is not 

forecasted to be reached until 2031/32 and 

SONI has other mitigation measures that can 

be put in place if any issues arise in the 

meantime. There is no immediate risk, 

however SONI can manage this if required. 

• Discussion around power outages, 

increasing capacity, and improving 

security of supply. 

• Enhancing capacity and resilience of the 

existing infrastructure will strengthen the grid 

in the local area to cope with forecasted 

demand and minimise risk to current supplies. 

• Discussion around energy outputs 

and whether any modelling had 

been carried out to give industry 

the confidence to expand 

• SONI carried out scenario planning at East 
Tyrone to double the capacity of the 
substation.  

Renewable 

Energy, 

Storage and 

Economic 

Growth  

• Will the project improve 

generation issues in the area? 

• Through doubling the capacity of the 
substation with the installation of 2 new 
transformers, this will facilitate the 
connection of renewable generation projects. 

• Awareness of local renewable 

generation applications 

• Noted  

• Discussion around uprating a local 

wind turbine 

• Noted 

• Query around Battery Storage – 

who determines the need and 

where does SONI / NIE come in? 

• There is currently no strategic plan for BESS 

development in NI. As the transmission 

system operator, SONI is obliged to offer a 

connection to developers who bring forward 

proposals. 

• Does this project facilitate the 

connection of local BESS / solar 

developments. 

• This extension will effectively double capacity 

with the installation of 2 new transformers 

and therefore will facilitate future 

connections. 

• Discussion around battery storage • There is currently no strategic plan for BESS 



as a wider network issue. development in NI, and a strategic plan is 

being worked on by DfE. The system is 

currently developer-led and SONI want to 

move to a plan-led system, to have renewable 

energy generation developed near 

transmission systems. 

• Is there any possibility or appetite 

of developing data centres in 

Northern Ireland. 

• SONI are aware that there is a proposal for a 

data centre at Coolkeeragh which has 

planning permission.   

• How will this project support 

businesses with electricity going 

back into the grid? 

• This project is more about addressing the 
forecasted demand in the next number of 
years occurring as a result of decarbonisation 
etc. The existing 2 transformers at the 
substation have been in place since the 
substation was built and therefore the 2 
additional transformers will help future-proof 
the substation. 

NIE Specific 

Queries 

• Unhappiness with how NIE 

handled the undergrounding 

required for the BESS facility.  

• This specific query has been passed to NIE 

Networks and their customer relations team. 

• Local developer waiting on 

connection offer from NIE 

Networks 

• This specific query has been passed to NIE 

Networks and their customer relations team. 

• Issue of connection costs for 

businesses and rural dwellings. 

The recent announcement around 

the socialisation of NIE 

connections was positive and well 

received.  

• This specific query has been passed to NIE 

Networks and their customer relations team. 

Other  

• Query around plans for Kilroot 

Energy Park 

• Kilroot Energy Park is owned and operated by 

EPUKI. 

• Discussion around pylon locations 

and general progress of the North 

South Interconnector Project 

• SONI representatives were able to provide an 

update on the North South Interconnector 

Project 

• Query on who owned the 

neighbouring battery storage and 

how this was connected to the 

substation 

• A private developer owns the battery storage 

facility, and it was connected into the NIE 

Networks distribution network either at 11kV 

or 33kV. 

 

• Discussion around Low Carbon 

Inertia Service (LCIS) Phase 2 

consultation  

• LCIS is a critical service to allow the relaxation 

of the operational constraints. The 

operational policy includes several system 

constraints to ensure that SONI and EirGrid 

can operate the All-Island power system in a 

stable and secure manner. 

  



7. Amendments 

All feedback submitted by stakeholders throughout the consultation process has been reviewed and 

considered by the project design team in finalising the proposals for the East Tyrone Reinforcement 

Project.  

 

The project has been informed by SONI’s 3-Part Grid Development Process since 2022. This structured 

and phased approach to engagement was designed to allow key stakeholders, landowners and local 

communities to provide input at key stages as options were identified, explored, refined and assessed.  

 

Engagement undertaken during Part 1 of the process helped inform the identification of the need for 

the project, early technical considerations, constraints and potential options within the study area.  

 

A second and final round of non-statutory consultation has taken place ahead of the submission of a 

planning application, providing the opportunity to obtain feedback on the final proposals for the 

project.  

 

The majority of feedback received to date has related to project delivery, network capacity and other 

renewable energy projects, rather than resulting in amendments to the overall project scope or 

design. Nevertheless, this feedback has played an important role in shaping the evolution of the 

proposals and will continue to inform detailed design, environmental assessment and construction 

planning.  

 

No amendments to the proposals have therefore been identified as arising specifically from this stage 

of consultation. However, all feedback received has been considered alongside responses from earlier 

phases of engagement in advance of the submission of a planning application.  

 

SONI remains committed to ongoing stakeholder engagement as the project progresses. 

 

  



8. Conclusion and Forward Work 

8.1 Concluding Remarks  

 
A significant programme of non-statutory engagement was carried out on the East Tyrone 

Reinforcement Project in line with SONI’s 3-Part Process for Grid Development. This included an early 

process of Part 1 engagement in late 2022 and a final round of consultation in late 2025 / early 2026.  

 

Community consultation has been taken forward with key stakeholders and the local community 

through an online consultation hosted on the SONI Consultation Portal and a public drop-in event in 

The Junction Dungannon. 

 

Substantial engagement has also been carried throughout this project with those living within the 

vicinity of the site. Under the terms of its license, SONI is obligated to secure consents and access to 

required lands on behalf of NIE Networks who will construct and maintain the new infrastructure.   

 

The blend of online and in-person techniques adopted has provided the opportunity for residents and 

stakeholders to provide feedback on the proposals throughout the various stages of consultation and 

ahead of the submission of a planning application.   

 

Residents and stakeholders were notified of the consultation via letter drop, social media and 

advertisements in the Mid-Ulster Mail and Belfast Telegraph.  

 

 

8.2 Existing Liaison Arrangements and Future Monitoring  

 
The applicant will strive to maintain positive relationships with all local stakeholders and updates will 

be provided to local elected representatives. Normal neighbourhood notification procedures will be 

undertaken by the local Council following the submission of a planning application and comments can 

be made directly to the planning authority.   

 

Subject to approval, the applicant will endeavour to provide information on the construction 

programme and the relevant next steps. 

  



9. Appendices 

  



9.1 Appendix 1: Part 1 Engagement Summary 

  



 
  



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 

  



9.2 Appendix 2: Advertisement 

  



 

 
  



Mid-Ulster Mail 

 

  



Mid-Ulster Mail 

  



9.3 Appendix 3: Letter 

  



 



 
  



9.4 Appendix 4: List of Addresses 

  



 
11 GORTNAGLUSH ROAD BALLYMENAGH DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EF  
160 COALISLAND ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DP  
152 COALISLAND ROAD CURRAN DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 6LB  
6B CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS  
48 GORTNAGLUSH ROAD CONGO DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EF  
24 QUINTINMANUS ROAD BALLYMENAGH DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG  
10 GORTNAGLUSH ROAD CONGO DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EF  
26 QUINTINMANUS ROAD BALLYMENAGH DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG  
7 CULLION ROAD EDENDORK DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS  
8 QUINTINMANUS ROAD CONGO DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4BN  
21 QUINTINMANUS ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG  
20 CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS  
24B QUINTINMANUS ROAD BALLYMENAGH DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG 

UNIT 5 24 QUINTINMANUS ROAD BALLYMENAGH DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG 
UNIT 2 24 QUINTINMANUS ROAD BALLYMENAGH DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG  

4 GORTNAGLUSH ROAD CONGO DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EF 
UNIT 1 24 QUINTINMANUS ROAD BALLYMENAGH DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG 
DEPOT 6 CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS  

19A QUINTINMANUS ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG  
8 QUINTINMANUS ROAD CONGO DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4BN  
24 CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS  
46 GORTNAGLUSH ROAD CONGO DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EF  
16 GORTNAGLUSH ROAD CONGO DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EF  
11A GORTNAGLUSH ROAD BALLYMENAGH DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EF  
3 GORTNAGLUSH ROAD BALLYMENAGH DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EF  
18A CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE 

 
 

19 QUINTINMANUS ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG  
10A CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS  
6 GORTNAGLUSH ROAD CONGO DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EF 

UNIT 3 24 QUINTINMANUS ROAD BALLYMENAGH DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG  
164 COALISLAND ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DP  
140 COALISLAND ROAD CURRAN DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 6LB 

UNIT 4 24 QUINTINMANUS ROAD BALLYMENAGH DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG  
18 CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS  
134 COALISLAND ROAD CURRAN DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 6LB  
14 CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS  
16 CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS  
12 CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS  
17A QUINTINMANUS ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG  
23 QUINTINMANUS ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG  
6A CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS  
162 COALISLAND ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DP  
10 CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS  
20A CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS 



 
15 QUINTINMANUS ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG  
146 COALISLAND ROAD CURRAN DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 6LB  
22 CULLION ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4DS 

UNIT 7 24 QUINTINMANUS ROAD BALLYMENAGH DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG  
17 QUINTINMANUS ROAD CULLION DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG  
143 COALISLAND ROAD CURRAN DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 6LB  
17 THE VALE 

 
DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4TH  

84 COOKSTOWN ROAD 
 

DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4BS  
21 COALPIT ROAD 

 
DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4BW  

23 TULLAGHBEG ROAD 
 

DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4HB  
164 NEWMILLS ROAD 

 
DUNGANNON TYRONE BT80 8UX  

42 PARKWOOD MANOR 
 

DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 6LR  
84 COALISLAND ROAD 

 
DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 6JS  

3 CURRAN TERRACE 
 

DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 6LD  
16 MULLAGHRODDEN 

 
DUNGANNON TYRONE BT70 3LU  

36 CREENAGH ROAD 
 

DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 6HB  
13 QUINTINMANUS ROAD 

 
DUNGANNON TYRONE BT71 4EG 

4th 
FLOOR 

6 MURRAY STREET  BELFAST  ANTRIM BT1 6DN 

 

  



9.5 Appendix 5: Social Media 

  



 



 



 



 



 



  



9.6 Appendix 6: Images from Public Event 

  



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

  



9.7 Appendix 7: Consultation Information 

  



Northern Ireland Transmission Map 
 

 
  



East Tyrone Project Map 

 

 
  



Existing Substation Layout  

 

 
  



Proposed Substation Layout 

 
  



Existing Substation Elevations 

 

  



Proposed Substation Elevations 

 

 

  



Landscape Proposal Option 

 

  



Photomontages – Existing View Looking Southeast 

 

  



Photomontages – Existing View Looking Northeast 

 

 

  



Photomontages – Proposed View Looking Southeast 

 

  



Photomontages – Proposed View Looking Northeast 

 

  



9.8 Appendix 8: Feedback Forms 

 

  



 

  



  



9.9 Appendix 9: Record of Engagement 

  



  



9.10 Appendix 10: Project Brochure 

  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

  



9.11 Appendix 11: Presentation 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 


