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[MINUTES OF THE SONI GRID CODE REVIEW PANEL MEETING

Held at the Clarion Hotel Dublin IFSC, Dublin 

On Tuesday 4th December 2012, 13.00 – 14.30

Present:

	Members/Alternates
	Representing
	

	Brendan Woods
	SONI
	Chairman

	Conor O’Doherty
	SONI
	As an advisor for SONI

	Norman Watson
	SONI
	As an advisor for SONI

	Tom McCartan
	SONI
	As an advisor for SONI

	Bronagh Lunney
	NIE
	Observer

	Simon Tweed
	Eirgrid
	Observer

	Denis McBride
	AES Ballylumford
	Generator

	Jim Cooke


	Coolkeeragh ESB
	Generator

	Cathal Martin
	SSER
	Generator

	Dalia Majumder-Russell
	CMS
	Secretary of the SONI GCRP


1. Chairman’s Introduction to the Meeting

· The Chairman welcomed the Panel Members and gave an overview of the agenda.
· The Chairman noted that NIE have the option of having two representatives at the GCRP. Bronagh Lunney will enquire with Gerry Hodgkinson whether another representative, e.g. Michael Atkinson would be the second NIE representative. 

2. Apologies for absence

· The Chairman noted that apologies had been received from David Macartney (Power NI Energy Limited (PPB)), Angela Blair (Power NI Energy Limited (PPB)), Mick McGuckin (Moyle), Stephen Hemphill (Moyle) and Brian Mulhern (NIAUR).

3. Minutes of the Grid Code Review Panel Meeting held on 3 October 2012

· The minutes were approved by the Panel without any additional points. 

· The Chairman reviewed the action points from the 3 October 2012 meeting:

· Conor O’Doherty and Cathal Martin responded back on the ramp-rate action point (as also discussed under the WFPS Setting Schedule below). 

· The Chairman confirmed that slides from Grainne’s O’Shea’s presentation to the Eirgrid GCRP on 3 October 2012 had been circulated to the Panel.

· The Chairman and Bronagh Lunney confirmed that the next Distribution Code meeting is scheduled for 10 January 2013.

4. Points arising from Minutes (not otherwise included in Agenda)

· There were no additional points to be discussed. 

5. Grid Code Changes

5.1 
RoCoF Proposal for discussion (Tom McCartan)

· Tom McCartan gave an update of SONI’s proposals on RoCoF. Tom McCartan explained that SONI is not aware of having received any new information or updates in the generators’ position from that expressed in previous GCRP and JGCRP meetings and explained that SONI’s intention remains to change certain Connection Conditions so as to provide a RoCoF limit for generators. 

· Tom McCartan welcomed generators requesting information from SONI and stated that were possible, SONI will try to answer such queries and requests. Jim Cooke explained that it is important for generators to anticipate the RoCoF curve and that the generators need to understand the cumulative effect of RoCoF. Tom McCartan offered to provide Jim Cooke and Denis McBride with 100ms historical data from Event Recorders.

· Denis McBride stressed that generators have not yet had a response from the OEMs on the queries that had been received from the regulator on this. Jim Cooke noted that some indicative responses had recently been received from GE. Denis McBride pointed out that it is premature to be proposing changes to the Grid Code when not all of the options of how to address the RoCoF risk were known. The Chairman and Tom McCartan pointed that out that the 2Hz/s proposal is based on results of a study carried out by SONI and at present, the TSOs do not see a case a for an economic system to be run at 1Hz/s in Northern Ireland. Tom McCartan stressed that this could be reviewed if the costs associated with generators implementing the 2Hz/s standard were quantified and if required by the regulator to carry out additional studies on the impacts of implementing a 1Hz/s standard in NI, SONI would look to do this (subject to funding).

· There was then a discussion about the proposed RoCoF changes and whether a standard of 2Hz/s or 1Hz/s should be proposed. Tom McCartan explained that the ultimate goal is for the same standard to apply on the Island of Ireland but until system reinforcement, a higher standard is needed in Northern Ireland (2Hz/sThe Chairman noted that since the N-S tie-line had been recommissioned in 1995 there had been no system separation events and so it was anticipated that such an event was rare.

· Denis McBride noted that SONI was planning for a worst case scenario but given the low probability of the risk occurring, expressed that the 2Hz/s standard was a transmission risk which was being passed down to the generators.

· Cathal Martin queried how SONI currently manages the system in the event of a tie-line fault. Tom McCartan explained that SONI adapts how it runs the system if a tie-line use is restricted and noted that it is possible for tie-line restrictions to develop for reasons other than RoCoF.

· The Chairman reminded the Panel that the aim of the RoCoF modification is to allow the TSOs to achieve a higher Synchronous Non-Synchronous penetration on to the electricity system and that without this Northern Ireland will risk missing its 2020 renewables targets. Cathal Martin added that the current situation of the 25% constraint limit make investment in wind generation unattractive. Cathal Martin encouraged SONI to progress the proposals.

· Denis McBride reiterated that the requirement should not be proposed to the Grid Code when the ability and associated costs of compliance are not known. Tom McCartan reminded the Panel that this issue has been discussed for a year at a number of Panel meetings and working groups and that the regulator has been privy to discussions at the Panel meetings and has not expressed a view that this proposal should be delayed. 

· The Chairman noted that few Grid Codes have a number specified in respect of RoCoF specified and the ones that do have done so partly in response to the changing generation mix. Conor O’Doherty stated that how SONI operates the transmission system is partly dictated by renewable targets and by the System Non-Synchronous Penetration (SNSP). He reminded the panel that derogations were available in certain circumstance though the Chairman confirmed that it is not SONI’s intention to put forward a proposal which all generators will require derogation from. 

· Bronagh Lunney queried the reason why SONI is not adopting the 1Hz/s figure recommended by the DS3 Working Group. Tom McCartan stressed that if additional studied are needed, the regulator will need to make decision on how such studies are carried out and in relation to funding for these. The Chairman reminded the Panel that the regulator has asked generators about the costs of RoCoF studies. Denis McBride thought the regulator’s query was about a roadmap of how RoCoF change is planned to be implemented.

· The Panel recognised that the 2Hz/s proposal does not reflect the Panel agreed position; rather this is the TSO position. 

· Bronagh Lunney gave an update on the DSO position in respect of RoCoF saying that some coordination with ESB in the ROI is intended and more information on the 2 studies by the DSOs is likely to be available for the January meeting. Cathal Martin noted obtaining results of the DSO studies has already been delayed twice. Tom McCartan thought that at the DS3 Advisory Council Gerry Hodgkinson had said that 2Hz/s RoCoF would be achievable (except for deeply embedded generation) but Denis McBride did not think this was the case and expressed reservation that the TSOs would make the proposals without waiting for results of the DNO studies.

· The Chairman noted that written comments had been received from Power NI Energy Limited (PPB) which SONI was reviewing.

ACTION: SONI and Generators (Denis McBride and Jim Cooke) to liaise on data. Tom McCartan to share the most recent 100m/s historical data for previous system tripping events.

5.2 WFPS Settings Schedule – Consultation / Update (Conor O’Doherty)

· Conor O’Doherty reminded the Panel that an update on this had been given to the JGCRP. Conor O’Doherty explained that the 12% proposed in respect of reactive capability is not included in the definition of Designed Minimum Operating Level (DMOL) and that a similar position has been adopted in the ROI. Cathal Martin stated that this have been one of the actions at the ROI GCRP that was taking place that afternoon. Conor O’Doherty explained that the definition in Northern Ireland was set out on a case by case basis rather than set by a number.

· Cathal Martin queried if a minimum operational level definition would be added to the SONI Grid Code as a 12% of registered capacity limit was being proposed in the ROI as he felt it would be helpful for wind farms to have a target and for the position to be aligned across the Island of Ireland. 

· Conor O’Doherty confirmed that the “square” grid had been updated to recognise that certain converter stations were not able to comply with such requirements and that doubly-fed induction generator (DFIG) electric generators would need a different approach.

· Conor O’Doherty confirmed that SONI was not intended to introduce additional changes to the WFPS Settings Schedule in addition to those which had been consulted on. SONI is preparing the responses to the consultation responses and shall then forward these responses and SONI’s responses to these to the regulator for consideration and approval.

· Denis McBride asked for an update in respect of fault ride through. Conor O’Doherty explained that further studies are likely to be needed prior to changes being made to the requirement.


Fail to Sync – Consultation Update

· The Chairman explained that thus far SONI had not had a response from the regulator on the Fail to Sync consultation. Denis McBride updated the Panel that certain queries had been received from the regulator on the Fail to Sync consultation. 

· Jim Cooke explained that in certain cases, such as in the morning, a generator may need additional time. Failure to synchronise may therefore mean that a generator would receive a Short Notice Declaration (SND). Denis McBride agreed that it would be preferable to not have any SNDs Tom McCartan confirmed that where the generator is not synchronised it is not declared. Jim Cooke queried about how SONI addresses this type of situations at present. Tom McCartan explained that SONI follow the availability to synchronise procedures that are in the Grid Code and that the time of synchronisation is based on time agreed between the generator and the TSO. 

6. DS 3

· The Chairman noted the Panel had been given an update in respect of DS3 in the joint Grid Code panel meeting. Cathal Martin added that a lot of progress had been made by this group over the summer and it would be helpful to sustain that momentum by having the working group re-convened. Tom McCartan noted that ability to progress some of the actions depends on obtaining information from the DSOs.

· The Chairman asked for feedback in relation to having the meetings in Dundalk. The Panel was generally in favour of holding the meetings there as it was midway between Belfast and Dublin.

ACTION: SONI to feedback on favourable feedback on holding meetings in Dundalk.

7. Any Other Business

· Bronagh Lunney will enquire with Gerry Hodgkinson whether another representative from NIE shall be attending the GCRP meetings.
· The Chairman informed the Panel of the following proposed dates for the 2013 GCRPs:

· Wednesday, 20 February 2013 (Belfast)

· Wednesday, 1 May 2013 (Dublin)

· Wednesday, 11 September 2013 (Belfast)

· Wednesday, 4 December 2013 (Dublin)

8. Arrangements for next meeting

· Wednesday, 20 February 2013 (Belfast)
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