
By email: gareth.mcloughlin@soni.ltd.uk 
 
Dear Gareth  
 
RE:  Allocation of Transmission FAQ in Northern Ireland & ITC Methodology to determine FAQs 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this consultation. B9 Energy Offshore Developments Ltd 
is a renewables developer based in Northern Ireland and is a member of the First Flight Wind 
consortium that was awarded the exclusive development rights for the 600MW offshore wind farm 
zone off the south east coast of Co. Down by The Crown Estate in October 2012.  
 
In August 2011 , B9 Energy wrote to SONI, TCE, NIE, DETI, UREGNI and NIRIG (attached) setting out 
the challenges of offshore development particular with respect to clarifying arrangements for grid 
connection and integrating such into the consenting programme for the project. The letter argued 
that it was essential for the timely progress of the offshore projects to allow early connection 
applications to be made in advance of receipt of planning approval. In fact, without the certainty on 
grid connection arrangements provided through the grid connection application process, it would 
not in fact be possible to complete the whole project EIA process and enter into planning in the first 
place. 
 
In consequence, we support SONI and NIE’s decision to broaden the Firm Access Quantity (FAQ) 
consultation to include consideration of other forms of generation in addition to onshore. The ability 
to apply for a connection and receive a place in the Incremental Transfer Capability (ITC) queue is 
important to ensure that the development of all the offshore projects can progress according to 
their timetables and make a significant contribution towards Northern Ireland’s 2020 renewables 
target.  
 
Whilst it is noted that UREGNI is conducting a parallel consultation on offshore connection 
arrangements, we consider that, subject to the outcome of that consultation, offshore generators 
should enter the FAQ allocation process when they make their generation connection applications. 
This should ensure a consistent point of entry onto the FAQ list for all technologies. Whilst there is 
an argument that entry into the FAQ list could be made upon receipt of exclusive development 
rights from The Crown Estate, we consider that a more balanced approach (taking account of the 
needs of other industry players) means that FAQ list entry upon application for connection 
agreement is appropriate. 
 
However, while we recognise the logic of the requirement for on-shore generators to have planning 
permission for their generation project before applying for a connection offer, for offshore 
generators we believe that it is appropriate that applications for connection offers could be made in 
advance of obtaining planning permission. This is necessary for the offshore generators as the design 
of the projects (in terms of the location of the offshore platforms, cable corridors and landfalls) and 
the EIA process (in terms of the above and all the onshore infrastructure) both require a full 
understanding of the connection arrangements in advance of a planning application being made (as 
was set out in the letter of 26 August 2011). It is not therefore possible to progress planning for the 
offshore projects without the necessary certainty on grid connection infrastructure afforded through 
the connection application process. We consider that the condition for such early application would 
be the granting of exclusive development rights from The Crown Estate as announced in October 
2012.  
 
The scale of the offshore projects means that they can make a significant contribution towards the 
2020 renewables targets and beyond. However, their scale also introduces challenges in terms of the 
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timing of the development programme and the developers’ ability to commit to what is a significant 
development and pre-build investment. Securing a place on the ITC list for the projects is necessary 
in order to ensure timely development of the project appropriate for the significant financial 
investment decisions associated with the projects. 
 
Finally, we strongly believe that network reinforcement works, particularly the Meath-Tyrone 400KV 
upgrade, will be crucial to the delivery of the NI Executive’s targets and we urge that this remains a 
focus of SONI / NIE’s future work programme. 
 
Regards 
 
Michael Harper 
B9 Energy Offshore Developments Ltd 
 
(t) 028 90423165 
(m) 07802 605192 
m.harper@b9energy.co.uk 
 
18 High Street, Holywood BT18 9AD 
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