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1 Introduction 

Under Condition 30 of the SONI Transmission Licence, SONI, in co-operation 
with the Republic of Ireland Transmission System Operator, must prepare a 
statement setting out the basis upon which charges will be made for 
connection to the All-Island Transmission Networks at entry or exit points on 
the Transmission System. 

In line with the Utility Regulator’s Update Note on Contestability in 
Connections1 dated 3rd June 2016, SONI held a 4 week consultation, from 
30th June 2016 to 29th July 2016 on the SONI Transmission Connection 
Charging Methodology Statement (“TCCMS”) to take account of required 
changes for the implementation of Contestability at a Transmission level in 
Northern Ireland2. 

This Consultation Report outlines the responses received, and how SONI 
have taken these responses into consideration in preparing the final version of 
the SONI TCCMS for the Utility Regular’s approval under Condition 30 of the 
SONI Transmission Licence. 

 

2 Consultation Responses Submitted  

Responses to the SONI TCCMS consultation were received from four parties, 
namely: 

 Northern Ireland Renewables Industry Group; 

 SSE; 

 Renewable Energy Systems Limited; and 

 Energia. 

Appendix 1 contains the 4 responses received. 

 

3 SONI Response on the Consultation Responses 

A number of common themes, issues and concerns were highlighted by all 
respondents, with a number of responses also seeking clarification on issues 
that are not directly related to contestability. 

Appendix 2 of this report summarises the consultation responses raised by 
the respondents and groups these together where there are common themes, 
issues and concerns raised, along with SONI’s corresponding comments and 
responses to the specific issues raised. 

                                            
1
 http://www.uregni.gov.uk/uploads/publications/Update_note_on_Contestability_in_Connections.docx  

2
http://www.soni.ltd.uk/media/documents/Consultations/Consultation%20on%20SONI%20TCCMS%20-%20Updated%20for%20Contestability.pdf  

http://www.uregni.gov.uk/uploads/publications/Update_note_on_Contestability_in_Connections.docx
http://www.soni.ltd.uk/media/documents/Consultations/Consultation%20on%20SONI%20TCCMS%20-%20Updated%20for%20Contestability.pdf
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 However, in general, it is important to note that contestability in Northern 
Ireland will be an evolving process and as such future updates to the TCCMS 
will also evolve to the extent that as more experience with contestability is 
gained, the costs associated with design reviews, site inspections and other 
relevant charges as well as appropriate levels of inspections will also become 
better defined. 

 In addition, as this phase develops, SONI and NIE Networks (where relevant) 
will continue to evaluate their processes, procedures, systems and 
documentation in preparation for phase 2. 

 
4 Conclusions 

SONI have updated the TCCMS where they have deemed it necessary to do 
so having considered all the consultation responses received. 

This updated version has been submitted to the Utility Regulator for approval 
under Condition 30 of the SONI Transmission Licence. Once approved, the 
final version will be available on the SONI website (www.soni.ltd.uk).

http://www.soni.ltd.uk/
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Appendix 1 – Consultation Responses Submitted 
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Appendix 2 – SONI Response on the Consultation Responses 

 


