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1 Introduction
1.1 Part 2a Engagement summary report

SONI, the electricity transmission system operator for Northern Ireland, is planning to bring forward
the ‘Energising Belfast’ project.

Currently, Greater Belfast is served by an existing transmission line from Ballylumford in Islandmagee
to Castlereagh substation which was built in 1943. Energising Belfast will reconfigure and modernise
the section of the transmission grid from Carnmoney to Castlereagh.

Energising Belfast will future proof the transmission system in Belfast, supporting the economic and
societal vision of the Belfast Region City Deal and all partner councils in the Greater Belfast area.

This report represents a concise, yet thorough assessment of the quality and extent of consultation
activities that have taken place in relation to the proposed Energising Belfast project during Part 2a of
SONI’s three-part process for developing the grid.



https://www.soni.ltd.uk/media/SONIs-Powering-The-Future-Grid-Development-Process-brochure.pdf

2 Background
2.1 SONI background

SONI is the electricity transmission system operator (TSO) for Northern Ireland. It is responsible for
the consistent and reliable transmission of electricity on the high-voltage grid, matching supply, and
demand across Northern Ireland.

SONI also operates the all-island wholesale electricity market with EirGrid through the Single
Electricity Market Operator (SEMO) which has been in operation since November 2007.

In April 2014 SONI was given the responsibility to plan and develop the transmission network. The
transmission network is owned and maintained by the Northern Ireland Electricity Networks (NIEN),
the transmission owner (TO).

2.2  Project background
Energising Belfast will future proof the transmission system in Belfast, supporting the economic and
societal vision of the Belfast Region City Deal.

Energising Belfast will ensure that Belfast, its people, and its businesses have the clean energy
needed to grow. A thriving city centre is vital to the prosperity of the entire city and region and this
project will deliver a grid ready to power the clean energy transition. This project will support the
aspirations of Belfast City Council’s ‘Belfast Agenda’ to increase the employment and residential
population in the city.

Currently, the Greater Belfast area is served by an existing transmission line from Ballylumford in
Islandmagee to Castlereagh substation. Energising Belfast will reconfigure and modernise the section
of the transmission grid from Carnmoney to Castlereagh by installing new state-of-the-art
underground cable with added capacity, as well as new substations in the City Centre. The project
will also involve the installation of a fourth transformer at Castlereagh substation. It represents
£39.5 million investment in transmission grid in the Belfast Metropolitan area.



Figure 1. Existing transmission network in Greater Belfast
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This project will enable the future removal of the Carnmoney to Castlereagh 110kV overhead line.

Most of the development, which requires planning permission, will take place within the boundary
of Belfast City Council, with necessary works within Castlereagh substation in Lisburn & Castlereagh
City Council, which will be subject to a CLUD application. Delivery of the project will enable the
future removal of overhead lines in Belfast City Council, Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council and in the
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council area.

SONI’s planning application for the project is being submitted to and will be decided by Belfast City
Council.



Following engagement with local key stakeholder groups during Part 1 of SONI’s three-part
engagement process and using the information from studies, SONI are proposing to deliver:

o a new 275/110 kV transformer at Castlereagh Main substation;

o new substations at or near to Belfast North Main (off Whitla Street) and Belfast Central Main
(off Little Patrick Street);

o a new high-capacity underground cable connecting Donegall Main (near Broadway
roundabout) to Belfast North Main and Belfast Central Main.

2.3 Part 2a engagement

SONI's three part process puts stakeholder and public consultation at the heart of how the
transmission grid is developed. Issues raised by those consulted and the public throughout the
consultation process are set out in detail within the report. The feedback provided at this early stage
will help inform the final plans for the project, which will also be subject to a further consultation
phase. Any comments made to SONI are not representations to the Planning Authority and do not in
any way affect the statutory right to make representations to the Planning Authority, with regard to

any application submitted to them, in respect of this proposal.

This phase of the consultation was officially launched on 11* October 2022 with a launch event held
in Belfast with key stakeholders and closed on 25" November 2022. Throughout the consultation
period for this phase of the project, which encompassed two separate open public information events,
as well as several direct engagements with interest groups, council officials and elected
representatives. SONI made significant efforts to share information with the public and obtain
feedback on this project. The feedback received throughout the consultation period will help inform
the further development of the project, including the route of the underground cable and substation
site locations.


https://www.soni.ltd.uk/media/SONIs-Powering-The-Future-Grid-Development-Process-brochure.pdf

3 Engagement Strategy

3.1 Purpose of Part 2a

SONI takes a structured and professional approach to public engagement which was guided by a
detailed engagement and communications plan, which was drafted at the outset of the project and
updated throughout the consultation period.

In undertaking extensive consultation at this early stage, SONI’s main aim was to ensure interested
stakeholders had access to up-to-date and accurate information about the proposal and were
provided with sufficient opportunity to provide feedback that could be considered as the plans are
developed.

3.2 Who has been consulted
Before any consultation began, SONI completed a comprehensive stakeholder mapping exercise to
identify relevant individuals and groups in relation to the proposal. Broadly, these included:

Governmental

- North Belfast MLAs / North Belfast MP

- East Belfast MLAs / East Belfast MP

- South Belfast MLAs / South Belfast MP

- West Belfast MLAs/ West Belfast MP

- Strangford MLAs/Strangford MP

- Councillors from Belfast City Council / Councillors from Castlereagh South DEA and
Castlereagh East DEA of Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council/

- Belfast City Council Planning Committee / Lisburn and Castlereagh City Planning Committee

- Council officials (Chief Executive/ Director of Development/EHO)

- Relevant statutory authorities (e.g., Dfl Roads / PSNI)

Residents / Community

- Residents
- Community Groups / Associations

Businesses/special interest groups

- Regional Lobby Groups
- Local Traders Groups/Business Improvement Districts (BIDs)
- Individual Businesses

Stakeholders identified by SONI were reviewed and updated based on relevant feedback as the
consultation period progressed.

3.3 Methods of engagement

A key aspect of SONI’s approach was giving careful consideration as to how they could reach those
people most likely to be affected by the proposal and who may wish to be involved in the process.
Identifying potential stakeholders subsequently informed SONI's methods of appropriate
consultation, which are outlined within this report.



In keeping with best practice, SONI employed a variety of community consultation techniques to
ensure they accessed all appropriate stakeholders.

As documented, SONI hosted a public launch event with invited key stakeholders, and two separate
drop-in public consultation events and a number of individual engagements with other stakeholders.

It should be noted that there is no statutory requirement for consultation at this stage, and this
engagement exceeds requirements for statutory Pre-application Community Consultation, which will
follow later in 2023.

In line with best practice, each consultation event hosted by SONI had an open invitation and was
advertised through the local press. A campaign of social media activity on Twitter and LinkedIn also
shared information on the project, and directed people to SONI’s Consultation Portal, where feedback
could be submitted.

SONI also established a dedicated webpage containing information about the project; distributed
copies of advertisements containing details of each event in high footfall areas; made a dedicated
email address and relevant contact details publicly available.

By utilising a number of engagement methods, as set out above. SONI ensured that as many people
as possible in the local area were made aware of the consultation events, and stakeholders were
informed of how to provide feedback.

3.4 Drop in consultation events

SONI remained mindful of the fact that not everyone in the local community can be expected to have
the same level of understanding of planning and energy issues, and therefore prioritised staffed
exhibitions and drop-in sessions.

In an effort to ensure participation was genuine, respectful and as inclusive as possible, SONI hosted
two separate consultation events, in separate locations (Belfast City Centre and Castlereagh).

The chosen venues, The MAC, Belfast and the Four Winds, Castlereagh are accessible, and they cater
for all audiences in the local area. The staffed exhibition, drop-in format of the events allowed for
meaningful participation.

Events were held from 12noon — 2pm and 4pm — 7pm each day in order to offer a range of suitable
times for participants. These steps were taken by SONI to encourage greater attendance by different
groups of people.

Each of the events took the form of a staffed exhibition where the plans for the project were clearly
displayed, with detailed maps available for more specific discussions with stakeholders as required.

Representatives from SONI, including engineers working directly on the project, as well as
environmental and stakeholder engagement consultants were on hand to answer queries, provide
clarification and encourage feedback at each event. SONI also:



- Produced a project-specific brochure;

- Developed a short video to explain the objectives and main features of the proposal;

- Established a dedicated project section on the Consultation Portal, webpage and email
address;

- Provided contact information including telephone number and dedicated project email
address;

- Made questionnaires available for members of the public to provide feedback;

- Provided general corporate brochures about SONI and their commitment to public
engagement;

- Endeavoured to record discussions held with members of the public at each consultation
event.

As outlined above, SONI provided a broad range of information materials to enable local communities
and stakeholders to understand and respond to the proposal. All information produced by SONI was
written in clear, accessible, and non-technical language and was made available at each consultation
event. SONI also provided access to information relating to the proposal online, via the SONI
Consultation Portal and a dedicated project webpage on its website.

Given SONI’s three-part process for developing the grid, which places early stakeholder engagement
at its heart, this phase of consultation (2a) took place before the submission of the Proposal of
Application Notice to Belfast City Council (the planning authority), which we expect to occur later in
2023.

This allows the local community to provide meaningful feedback to SONI before any route or site
location was chosen for the project, providing an opportunity for the public to influence the various
elements of the project.

The proposed development and relevant information therefore has the potential to evolve
throughout the design process, incorporating a number of factors, including public feedback.

During the consultation events, SONI engineers explained the general start and end points of the
underground cable and explained how the route was yet to be determined. They also demonstrated
the location of the existing Belfast North Main and Belfast Central Main substations, and explained
that new substations would be required close to these locations.

At each event, SONI representatives explained the purpose of the consultation phase it was
undertaking.

More information on the feedback received from this phase of consultation is set out within this
document.



4 Part 2a Engagement
4.1 Pre-consultation engagement

Ahead of the Part 2a consultation phase formally opening, SONI engaged with key stakeholders in the
broad area affected by the project. This included engagement with elected representatives from all
levels, as well as officials from Belfast City Council and Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council.

Early engagement with elected representatives and Council officials meant they were made aware of
the proposal, allowed SONI to gather important feedback about any potential concerns and also
ensured that public representatives were brought fully up-to-speed about the proposal and had access
to up-to-date and accurate information. This was considered particularly important to SONI as it
ensured local representatives were well equipped to respond to any constituent queries about the
project.

SONI continued to engage with elected representatives and Council officials throughout the
engagement process, ensuring they were made aware in advance of all public events hosted by SONI.
If necessary a written record of the meetings referenced above are available on request.

4.2 Drop-in Consultation Events

SONI hosted two separate drop-in consultation events in October 2022. These included:

The MAC, Belfast Wednesday 19'" October 2022 12pm —2pm
4dpm —7pm

The Four Winds, Castlereagh | Wednesday 26" October 2022 12pm —2pm
4pm —7pm

As outlined above, each of the events took the form of a staffed exhibition where the plans for the
project were clearly displayed, with detailed maps available for more specific discussions with
stakeholders as required.

Representatives from SONI, including engineers working directly on the project, as well as
environmental and stakeholder engagement consultants were on hand to answer queries, provide
clarification and encourage feedback at each event.

In order to generate awareness of the events in the local area, adverts for the events were placed in
the following local papers:

- Belfast Telegraph.
- lrish News.
- News Letter.

An advert notifying both events appeared on the following dates:

- Tuesday 4th October;
- Tuesday 11th October;



- Tuesday 18th October

The advert outlined the objective of the project, broadly what is being proposed, and the details of
the drop-in consultation events.

SONI also issued copies of the advertisement to the following high-footfall local centres:

- McClay Library, Queen’s University Belfast

- Crescent Arts Centre, University Road

- Botanic Train Station

- Lanyon Place Train Station

- Laganside Bus Centre

- Belfast Central Library, Royal Avenue

- Ulster University Belfast Campus, York Street

Invitations to the consultation events were also emailed directly to all elected representatives (North
Belfast, East Belfast, South Belfast, West Belfast, Strangford MLAs/MPs, all Belfast City Council
Councillors; and Castlereagh South DEA Councillors, Castlereagh East DEA Councillors from Lisburn
and Castlereagh City Council).

The consultation events provided attendees with the opportunity to view accurate information about
the project and discuss the proposal with members of the project team.

Attendance at the events is outlined below:

- Wednesday 19" October 2022 — approximately 4 attendees
- Wednesday 26" October 2022 — approximately 5 attendees

A key aim of the consultation events was to gather feedback from members of the public which SONI
could then take into consideration at an early stage and as the project progresses. Therefore,
attendees were encouraged to complete feedback forms and return them to SONI. SONI staff also
completed Record of Engagement forms that documented conversations held with attendees at the
events.

During the consultation events an enlarged version of the map below showing the study area for the
underground cable/substations was presented to attendees by SONI engineers, and attendees had
the opportunity to ask questions.
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Figure 2. Energising Belfast cable/substation study area
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4.2 Feedback received by SONI

A total of three feedback forms were completed and provided to SONI by attendees at the events,
while a Record of Engagement form was completed and returned by SONI staff for three participants.
These provide a record of topics discussed with attendees at the events.

The feedback provided by attendees was recorded and analysed by SONI, so that it could feed into the
project design process moving forward. Feedback forms received at consultation events were also
uploaded to the SONI Consultation Portal. This is documented below.

4.3 Information received via Consultation Portal and email

As well as providing feedback via consultation events it was also possible to submit feedback to the
SONI Consultation Portal or via post or email.

Two corporate responses were received via email from Belfast City Council and FSB Northern Ireland.
In addition to these, two individual responses were received via the SONI Consultation Portal.

4.4 Overview of Information Provided in Feedback Forms and Consultation Submissions

Included below is a summary of the feedback received by SONI via the Feedback Forms completed
and returned by attendees at the consultation events.

11



3 respondents indicated they live within the project study area

1 indicated they did not live in the project study area

1 did not indicate if lived in the study area

3 respondents indicated support for the proposals

1 indicated they are undecided

1 did not indicate

Potential disruption to businesses is a concern

Is laying cable along the Westlink an option?

‘Positive’ keep highlighting benefits

Opportunity to remove pylons in the Four Winds area must be seized

Power network plans and infrastructure in Belfast should prepare for future street heat networks

While feedback forms completed and returned by attendees at the consultation events were small in
number at this early stage of project development, it nonetheless provided SONI with important
insights.

This information fed into SONI’s approach to the ongoing consultation for the project, meaning it could
continue to review its own approach to how people are made aware of the event, and to ensure
relevant information is made publicly available. The information in the Record of Engagement forms,
documented below, also played an important role in this.



4.5 Overview of SONI Record of Engagement Forms

Included below is an overview of the information provided in the SONI Record of Engagement forms
completed during Part 2a of the consultation. These forms were completed by SONI staff to reflect
conversations with attendees at the consultation events.

The Record of Engagement forms provided SONI with the opportunity to identify specific issues which
could then be considered by the project team going forward.

Removal of overhead lines

Battery storage

Climate Change targets

Renewable energy

Planning process

Construction timeline

The issues recorded in the SONI Record of Engagement forms provided an important insight into the
main areas of interest for members of the public who discussed the proposal with members of the
project team at the consultation events.

Based on the information recorded by SONI staff during discussions at the events, broader energy
issues, such as climate change targets and greater use of renewable energy were key points of interest
for attendees, as well as the future removal of overhead lines, which the Energising Belfast project
enables.

All feedback provided will be extensively reviewed by SONI and considered in detail during the design
process, ahead of the next phase of consultation on the project.

4.6 Corporate responses

Corporate responses to the consultation were also received by email from Belfast City Council and the
Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) Northern Ireland. These are summarised below:

13



Belfast City Council

e Belfast City Council broadly welcomes the approach being taken by SONI within the Energising
Belfast Project. We appreciate the efforts to minimise disruption to residents and businesses
in Belfast.

e The benefits of the project align with both Belfast City Council and the city ambitions to
enhance resilience, to become net zero, while supporting economic development, as set out in
the Belfast Agenda, the Belfast Resilience Strategy, the Belfast Net Zero Carbon Roadmap,
Belfast Region City Deal and the Draft Belfast Economic Strategy.

e Council would welcome regular updates and meetings with SONI in relation to the Energising
Belfast project so that officers and Elected Members can support local engagement and
enhanced communication around this initiative and others.

FSB Northern Ireland

e FSB appreciates the commitment to early and ongoing engagement with stakeholders. In
principle, we are supportive of the aims of the project to strengthen security of supply, support
economic development, and to enable the electrification of heating and transport.

e FSBis concerned that project delivery, including new substations and underground cable, may
cause disruption to small businesses. We would urge that as plans are developed and finalised
for the underground cable and substation sites, there is a concerted effort made to avoid or
minimise potential disruption.

e Using land immediately on the shoulders of the Westlink as a corridor, would avoid routes that
might otherwise negatively affect a range of retail, hospitality and service businesses within
the study area.

e The construction programme should seek to coordinate with other works that will be ongoing
across the city within the same timeframe, to minimise disruption.

4.7 Direct engagements

In addition to consultation events and responses to the consultation, SONI also held direct meetings
with key stakeholders. Some of these meetings took place prior to the formal consultation period
opening. Information from these meetings was incredibly valuable, prompted further engagement
and identification of other key stakeholders. A number of the engagements involved umbrella groups
or representative bodies including representatives from a range of different backgrounds/sectors
which enabled feedback from diverse sources. What follows provides a summary of the feedback
received from key stakeholders.

The grid infrastructure and implications associated with the Energising Belfast project affect a number
of Parliamentary/ Assembly constituencies and two Councils. These are the North Belfast, West
Belfast, South Belfast, East Belfast and Strangford Parliamentary/Assembly constituencies, Belfast City

14



Council and Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council, respectively. As such, for this engagement, written
briefings were issued to the MPs and MLAs within the North Belfast, West Belfast, South Belfast, East
Belfast and Strangford Parliamentary/ Assembly constituencies, the elected representatives on Belfast
City Council and from the Castlereagh East and Castlereagh South DEAs of Lisburn and Castlereagh
City Council. Correspondence evidencing this engagement are appended to this report.

In addition, a number of meetings were set up to brief key stakeholders and groups. To support our
engagement a slide deck was shared during each meeting, which is also appended to this report.

Meetings which took place were as follows, all meetings took place virtually via Microsoft Teams,
Zoom or similar platforms:

- Belfast City Council Key Officers

- Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council Key Officers

- Belfast Chamber

- Belfast City Council Resilience & Sustainability Board
- Belfast City Council Climate Commission

- Belfast City Council Planning Department

- Party Group Leaders of Belfast City Council

- Streets Ahead Programme

15



Summary of Key Feedback

Feedback collated from the stakeholder engagement meetings was analysed and key themes have
emerged. These themes, including extracts from the meetings with the stakeholders, are outlined
below.

Figure 3. Frequency of feedback

Frequency of Feedback

m Avoiding Disruption to Local Communities and Businesses

m Contribution to Climate Targets and City Development Plans

m Stakeholder Engagement and Public Consultation
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4.8 Summary of feedback from Energising Belfast stakeholder meetings

Included below is a summary of the main issues and comments raised during stakeholder meetings.

Key Theme 1: Avoiding | - ‘The long-term benefit of the project, whilst undoubtable, is at the moment nebulous, whilst short-term disruption is
Disruption to Local more certain’.

Communities and - ‘The cumulative impact of Energising Belfast and other major pipeline projects such as Glider Phase 2 and the York
Businesses Street Interchange could lead to serious disruption in the City Centre’.

- ‘l'am concerned about disruption to local businesses caused by Energising Belfast works, although | accept that the long-
term benefits of the project would far outweigh any short-term disruption.’

Key Theme 2: - Communications around Energising Belfast should focus on the benefits that it will bring, such as security of supply,
Contribution to increased integration of renewables and green jobs, etc.’.

Climate Targets and - ‘Do SONI/ NIEN have a blueprint for working towards climate targets?’.

City Development - ‘l'am interested in what options SONI have considered for wind and tidal electricity generation’.

Plans - ‘How will Energising Belfast impact initiatives aimed at developing Belfast as a city in the coming decade, such as the

Belfast Agenda and A Bolder Vision for Belfast?’
- ‘Is Energising Belfast funded by the Belfast Region City Deal?’

Key Theme 3: - Thank you to the project team for the update and for the proactive stakeholder engagement conducted to date.’
Stakeholder - ‘We would like to have a meeting ahead of the next formal phase of consultation (Part 2c), as cable route and site
Engagement and locations are firmed up’.

Public Consultation

17



5 Conclusion

As outlined in this report, this early-stage consultation carried out by SONI in relation to the proposed
Energising Belfast project exceeds the statutory requirements and goes beyond provision specified
within both The Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 and the relevant regulations and guidelines.

SONI has made extensive efforts to inform members of the local community about the proposal,
provided stakeholders with up-to-date and accurate information and enabled them to provide
feedback to inform a future planning application. SONI will endeavour where possible, to ensure that
all feedback made by stakeholders and the local community during this phase of consultation is taken
on board by the project team.

As referenced above, SONI will continue to engage with stakeholders as the project processes, and in
tandem with further technical, environmental and feasibility studies, will come forward with a further
phase of consultation later in 2023.
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APPENDIX 1: Energising Belfast Press Release & Social Media
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Electricity Grid to be upgraded for
Belfast zero carbon future

SONI, the electricity transmission system operator for Northern Ireland, has today launched its ‘Energising
Belfast’ project, at an event hosted by the Northern Ireland Chamber of Commerce and Industry, at Allstate

NI’s offices in Belfast city centre.

If approved, the £39.5million ‘Energising Belfast’ project will modernise parts of the transmission grid in
Greater Belfast to prepare it for the future of electric vehicles and home heating using electricity. The project
will deliver a new high-capacity underground cable through Belfast City Centre, as well as a new transformer
at Castlereagh Main substation, increasing the reliability of the electricity system in Greater Belfast. Other
additional improvements, such as building new substations at or next to existing sites in the city, are also

being explored.

Speaking at the launch Mike Brennan, Permanent Secretary of the Department for the Economy said:
“Energising Belfast is significant in its potential to enable the economy in Belfast and wider Northern Ireland
to grow with cleaner electricity and help to deliver the Northern Ireland Energy Strategy and the 10X Economi

Strategy.

“Itis helping in providing opportunity to deliver affordable clean electricity and to promote Northern Ireland

as an attractive location for renewables investment. Our energy revolution will be based on Northemn

21



SONI

SONI Ltd & @soni_ltd - Oct 11,2022

Today we are pleased to launch the Energising Belfast project which will
ensure that Greater Belfast, its people and its businesses have the clean
energy needed to grow. For more details visit the consultation portal:
consult.soni.ltd.uk &

e
4 BELFAST

(44

A thriving city centre is vital to the
prosperity of Belfast City and the region.
This project will prepare the transmission
system, ensuring Belfast is equipped

to avail of the economic growth
opportunities, as

Northern Ireland transitions
to net zero. JJ
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SONI

SONI Ltd & @soni_ltd - Oct 11,2022

Energising Belfast will future proof the transmission system in Belfast to
handle greater levels of clean energy. To find out more, please visit our
consultation portal: consult.soni.ltd.uk @

Press release on the launch available here soni.ltd.uk/newsroom/press...

Energxsmg

@ BELFAST

Thls project will future-proof the \‘
transmission system in Greater Belfast

to ensure businesses have the secure

electricity supply they need to expand

in the near-term and into the future,

supporting the economic and

societal vision of the
Belfast Region City Deal.
»
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SONI Ltd & @soni_ltd - Oct 12,2022

At SONI we want to work together with all stakeholders to strengthen the
electricity grid and make it more resilient.

SONI

Please come and have your say at our consultation events on the
Energising Belfast project.
Find out more here: consult.soni.ltd.uk &

+

+ \
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Energising Belfast Consultation Events

Wednescay 19th October

Wedneseay 261h Octader

@) 0 Q 4 ihi
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SONI

SONI Ltd & @soni_ltd - Oct 14,2022

In his latest blog, SONI Managing Director, Alan Campbell discusses our
Energising Belfast project, see more here:
inkedin.com/company/soni-I... 0

To find out more and have your say, please visit our consultation portal:
consult.soni.ltd.uk @
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SONI Ltd €& @soni_ltd - Oct 13,2022
SONLY  Qur consultation on Energising Belfast is now open, watch this short
video to find out more about the project.

To have your say, please visit our consultation portal: consult.soni.ltd.uk

]
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SONI Ltd €& @soni_ltd - Oct 17, 2022

SONLY - Join us on Wednesday 19th October at the MAC, Belfast from 12noon-
2pm and 4pm-7pm at our in-person consultation event for the Energising
Belfast project.

Members of the project team will be available to answer any questions.

Find out more here: consult.soni.ltd.uk @

Energising Belfast Consultation Events

Wedn gth October

Wednesday 26th October
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SONI Ltd €& @soni_Lltd - Oct 19, 2022
SONL' Join us today at the MAC, Belfast from 12noon-2pm and 4pm-7pm at our
first in-person consultation event for the Energising Belfast project.

Members of the project team will be available to answer any questions.

Find out more here: consult.soni.ltd.uk @

4 BELFAS

Energising Belfast

© 01 QO 1 i

&

SONI Ltd € @soni_ltd - Oct 21, 2022

SONIY - At SONI we want to hear your views on our planned upgrade to the
electricity network in Greater Belfast.

Join us at our second consultation event on the Energising Belfast
project at the Four Winds, Castlereagh.

ni.ltd.uk @

Energising Belfast Consultation Events

Wedneseay 19th October

Wednesday 26th October

®)] h &2 Q 2 iht &
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SONI Ltd € @soni_ltd - Oct 24, 2022

SONLY - Join us on Wednesday 26th October at the Four Winds, Castlereagh from
12noon-2pm and 4pm-7pm at our in-person consultation event for the
Energising Belfast project. Members of the project team will be available
to answer any questions.

Find out more here: consult.soni.ltd.uk @
+ |
‘{:61 g"smg \
BELFAST)

Energising Belfast Consultation Events
o Lo D1 ihi &
SONI Ltd € @soni_ltd - Oct 26, 2022

son

Join us today at the Four Winds, Castlereagh from 12noon-2pm and 4pm-
7pm at our second in-person consultation event for the Energising
Belfast project.

Members of the project team will be available to answer any questions.

Find out more here: consult.soni.ltd.uk @

Energising Belfast Consultation Events

Wednesdsy sgth October

Wednesduy 26th Octoder

(®)] Tt O 2 iht

-
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SONI '

SONI Ltd €& @soni_ltd - Oct 27, 2022

Thank you to all to all those who attended our consultation events on the
Energising Belfast project.

Your feedback will help shape our final plans for this project.

If you couldn’t attend you can still have your say here: consult.soni.ltd.uk

@

Q Tt W ihi D

SON

SONI Ltd € @soni_ltd - Nov 4, 2022

Have you had a chance to find out about our Energising Belfast project?
Help us plan for our upgrade to the electricity network in Greater Belfast,
visit our consultation portal to find out more and have your say:
consult.soni.ltd.uk @

4 BELFAST

SONI So we can all do this.

O o @ I||| \I:
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SONI Ltd € @soni_ltd - Nov 15, 2022
SONLY - Qur consultation on Energising Belfast is still open, watch this short
video to find out more about the project.

To have your say, please visit our consultation portal:
consult.soni.ltd.uk/consultation/e... @

+

nerglsmg

# BELFAST

Upgrading the electricity grid for a clzaner encigy |

®) 0 QO 3 i &

SONI Ltd & @soni_ltd - Nov 18, 2022

SONL 1 week left to have your say on the Energising Belfast Project, our plan to
strengthen the electricity transmission grid to ensure Greater Belfast, its
people and businesses have the clean energy needed to grow.

Visit our consultation portal to respond: consult.soni.ltd.uk @

SONI So we can all do this.

O n O 1 l||| \1:
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SONI Ltd € @soni_ltd - Nov 22, 2022
SONIT 3 days to go before our consultation closes in the Energising Belfast
project. Help us plan for a cleaner energy future.
Visit our consultation portal to have your say: consult.soni.ltd.uk/browse
o
4 BELFAST
3 'B,J‘“ .,.I A
SONI So we can all do this.
o tQ Q1 iht &
__ SONI Ltd € @soni_ltd - Nov 24, 2022
SONI

The consultation on the Energising Belfast project closes tomorrow. You
have 1 day left to have your say on the project. Help us plan for a cleaner
energy future.

Visit our consultation portal to have your say: consult.soni.ltd.uk @

SONI So we can all do this.

o Tl (V) il &
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SONI Ltd b

Today we are pleased to launch the Energising Belfast project which will ensure that
Greater Belfast, its people and its businesses have the clean energy needed to grow.

For more details visit the consultation portal: https://Inkd.in/eVY3bCX 9

B I;EEAST

(44

A thriving city centre is vital to the
prosperity of Belfast City and the region.
This project will prepare the transmission
system, ensuring Belfast is equipped

to avail of the economic growth
opportunities, as

Northern Ireland transitions

to net zero. )

SONI Ltd eee

Energising Belfast will future proof the transmission system in Belfast to handle
greater levels of clean energy. To find out more, please visit our consultation portal:

https://Inkd.in/eVY3bCX Q ..5ee more

't:d;egrs,mg
4 BELFAST

(44

This project will future-proof the
transmission system in Greater Belfast
to ensure businesses have the secure
electricity supply they need to expand
in the near-term and into the future,
supporting the economic and

societal vision of the

Belfast Region City Deal.
»
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SONI Ltd ve
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At SONI we want to work together with all stakeholders to strengthen the electricity

grid and make it more resilient.

Please come and have your say at our consultation events on the Energising Belfast
project.

Find out more here: https://Inkd.in/eVY3bCX @

s,
BELFASF

Upaadeg 4 e endrety gid oro de e wwgy W

Energising Belfast Consultation Events

NI - JINiESON sysie il " Wednesday 19th Octobes
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Our consultation on Energising Belfast is now open, watch this short video to find
out more about the project.

o
in

'(,E;erglsmg
BELFAST

Upgrading the elestricity grid for ¢ cloarer enengy futars

Energising Belfast
ce =

SONI Ltd

i ®

In his latest blog, SONI Managing Director, Alan Campbell discusses our Energising
Belfast project -

. 8
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SONI Ltd

Join us on Wednesday 19th October at the MAC, Beifast from 12noon-2pm and
4pm-7pm at our in-person consultation event for the Energising Belfast project

'énerq:smq
BELFAS'P

U padrg 4 eemtrity gid heo e ey A

Consultation Events

Wednesdey 19th October

The M, Belfast

Wednesday 261h Octobes

™e Fowr Winds

www.comsull soni.ltd.uk
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SONI Ltd e

Join us today at the MAC, Belfast from 12noon-2pm and 4pm-7pm at our first in-
person consultation event for the Energising Belfast project.
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Energising Belfast Consultation Events

Wednesday 19th Octobes

The MaC, Be

Wednesday 264h October

The Feur Winds
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SONI Ltd

Our consultation on Energising Belfast is now open, watch this sho
out more about the project.

Gergmng
BELFAST

Upgreding the clectricity grid for ¢ cleaner encngy future

Energising Belfast

rt video to find

O
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SONI Ltd sos

At SONI we want to hear your views on our planned upgrade to the electricity
network in Greater Belfast.
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Upgradeg 4 o emctruiy god ora th e sy Wi ’

Energising Belfast Consultation Events

| IR Wednesday 19th Octobes

The MaC, Bellast

Wednesday 264h October

e FoweWinds
ml ik

m>tu
Hod

www. consult soni,lt

36



SONI Ltd ve
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oin us on Wednesday 26th October at the Four Winds, Castlereagh from 12noon-

2pm and 4pm-7pm at our in-person consultation event for the Energising Belfast
project.
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Energising Belfast Consultation Events

Wednuesday 19th Octobes

The Mac, Ballast

Wednesday 261h October

e Fowr Winds
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SONI Ltd

in us today at the Four Winds, Castlereagh from 12noon-2pm and 4pm-7pm at

our second in-person consultation event for the Energising Belfast project.
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Energising
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Consultation Events

Wednesday 19th Octobes

The MaC, Belfast

Wednesday 261h October
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v.comsult. soni lid. uk
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SONI Ltd

Thank you to all to all those who attended our consultation events on the Energising
Belfast project.
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Have you had a chance to find out about our Energising Belfast project? Help us
plan for our upgrade to the electricity network in Greater Belfast, visit our
consultation portal to find out more and have your say: https://Inkd.in/eVY3bCX @

‘(f(Er;cv;T\.mq
BELFAST

SONI So we can all do this.

SONI Ltd
0 ®
One week left to have your say on the Energising Belfast Project, our plan to

strengthen the electricity transmission grid to ensure Greater Belfast, its people and
its businesses have the clean energy needed to grow.

Visit our consultation portal to provide feedback on the proposals:
https://Inkd.in/eVY3bCX @

ol g
4 BELFAST

SONI So we can all do this.
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SONI Ltd
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®

3 days to go before our consultation closes in the Energising Belfast project. Help us
plan for a cleaner energy future.

Visit our consultation portal to have your say: https://inkd.in/eVY3bCX &

T
4 BELFAST

SONI So we can all do this.

SONI Ltd 52

2 days left to have your say on the Energising Belfast Project, our plan to strengthen
the electricity transmission grid to ensure
have the clean energy needed to grow.

Tht's why st SONI, aperator of the elecricilylrsnsmissicn gys!m:
vee're currently planning an upgrade of the electricity grid in Belfast.
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SONI Ltd

= ers
The consultation on the Energising Belfast project closes tomorrow.

You have 1 day left to have your say on the Energising Belfast Project, ou ...see more

'{ﬁ\iert_ql‘smg
BELFAST

SONI So we can all do this.

SONI Ltd 500
‘®
Our consultation on the Energising Belfast Project — our plan to future proof the
transmission system in Belfast — has now closed.

Thank you to everyone who responded, your feedback and collaboration will help
shape our final plans for this project.

Sing

LFAST

}é(B E
(49

This project will future-proof the
transmission system in Greater Belfast

to ensure businesses have the secure
electricity supply they need to expand /
in the near-term and into the future,

supporting the economic and

societal vision of the
Belfast Region City Deal.
»
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APPENDIX 2: Online Consultation Portal and Feedback Received
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# Home > Consultations > Energising Beifass Project

Energising Belfast Project

cLosep B0

1-25 Nov, 2022, 11:5%am

VIEW DASHBOARD SUBMISSIONS

Share
=y nom

Submissions

Themes

General Comment

Materials

E SONI Energising Belfast Brochure.pdf

MB

E SONI Belfast OVERVIEW MAP.pdf

The ‘Energising Belfast’ project will ensure that Belfast City Centre, its people and its businesses have
S : 2)  §

Dashboard

the clean energy needed 10 grow.

A thriving city centre is vital to the prosperity of the entire city and region and this project will deliver consultation

3 grid ready to power the clean energy transition. This scheme will support the aspirastions of Belfast

City Council's ‘Belfast Agenda’ to increzse the employment and residential population in the city.

Subscribe

The project will future proof the transmission system in Belfast to ensure businesses have capacity
and the power they need to expand in the near-term and into the future, supporting the economic

and societal vision of the Belfast Region City Desl and zll partner councils in the Greater Belfast area.

SONI are responsible for the design and securing planning consent and NIE Networks will lead on the

construction phase of the project.

The project will deliver 3 new high-capacity underground cable in Beifast City Centre, as well as 3 new

"

transformer at Castlereagh Main substation. We're

substations

remove older overhead lines in the future, and prepare the transmission system in the Greater
Belfast ares for future population and economic growth, as well as the electrification of heating and

transport.
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Who are SONI - and what do we do?

SOMI is the electricity transmission system operator for Morthern Ireland. This means we plan for the
future of the electricity grid and operate it every minute of every day. This includes interconnecting to
neighbouring grids and running the wholesale electricity market. We make sure that everyone has
power when they need it, at the most economic price possible. The grid safely brings power from
generators and sends it to NIE Networks. They then supply electricity to every home, farm,

community and business in Northern Ireland via their distribution network.

Investing in and improving the transmission grid is essential to make your supply of electricity more
reliable and cost effective. It also supports economic growth, enables competition, and helps to

deliver a cleaner energy future.
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Why are we doing this?

Meeting electricity needs

We work to ensure Northern Ireland's electricity needs can be met minute by minute, as well as
making plans for future electricity requirements. In doing this, we have identified that parts of the

network serving Greater Belfast need to be replaced or upgraded.

Building a reliable system and preparing for renewable energy

Based on our analysis, we've identified 3 solution so that the electricity network serving Greater
Belfast will continue to operate reliably in the near future and be prepared for future economic and
population growth. The project will make sure that Belfast residents and businesses have the power
they need to facilitate the electrification of heating and transport - as we work to decarbonise the
power system for future generations. This is vital if we are to deliver our climate ambition of at least

80% renewable generation by 2030.

What areas will be affected?

A new high-capacity underground cable will connect Donegall Main substation (near Broadway
roundabout) to substations at Belfast North Main {off Whitla Street) and Belfast Central Main (off Little

Patrick Street), please see map below.

We are currently reviewing a range of options and could construct substations at or adjacent to
existing substation sites in the city or at new sites close by. A new 275/110 kV transformer will also be
installed at Castlereagh Main substation, while some minor modifications will be required to

overhead lines at towers within the existing Finaghy substation.

What's the next step?

We're now in Part 2 of our three-part process for Grid Development. This follows on from the
preliminary work we undertook during Part 1 where we identified the need for the project. During this
process, we'll assess our options on sites for new substations in Belfast City Centre and determine the
routes for new underground cables, in consultation with local stakeholders. This consultation period
will allow us to gather as much information as we can from those who live and work in the area. We're
looking at how best to deliver the project, what areas may be impacted and how we keep disruption

to a minimum.
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undertaken by SONI have concluded that refurbishment of the existing tower line which
including seversl built-up

al due to the disruption it
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esidents and the lacal communit)

Following engagement with local key stakeholder groups

during Part 1 of our three-part engsgement process and
using the information from our studies, we're proposing

to deliver

* 3 new275/110 kV transformer at Castleresgh Main

bstations at or near to Belfast North Mzin (off Whitlz Street) and Belfast Central Main (off

* 3 new high-capacity underground czble connecting Donegall Main (near Broadwsy roundsbout)

st North Mzin and Belfast Central Mzin

who construct, maintain and own the grid infrastructure

10 engaging, communicating and consulting with you on an ongoing basis. Over

the coming mont ur feedback and collabaration to help inform our final plans for this

project.

4

Ene ng

gz BELFAST

47



Security and reliability of supply: These improvements will build 3 more resilient and relisble grid

making

ure that everyone has power when and where they need it

Meet future needs: These improvements will help meet the growing and changing electricity needs
of Greater Belfast. This includes the electrification of transport systems, vehicles, heating and the
development of housing, offices and large energy users.

Sustainability: Thiz project will make sure that Belfast has the capacity and flexibility in the grid to

handle grester levels of renewable energy, to deliver our climate ambition of at least 80% renewable

genera'_i.g n by 2030.

Economic: These improvements will support future investment, economic and population growth -

aligning with the vision of the Belfast Region City Desl
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How can | get involved?

The consultation ks apen fram 11 October o Friday 25 Movermber.
TherT are many ways togef imvolwed and prosdice feednac. These indude:

Pélakor: oin cnline submission

Prowide weritten fepdback by registering far a frop aoosut on

this placform and make a submizsian using o |ink opposite.

All subimissiones will be published for sharing ideas and informmaton

o This consuTabon

Or

Attend one of cur consultation days

“" 12.2am or 4pm-7pm, 19 Ocbober 2022 ar the MAC, Beifast, BT 2M.
12.25m or 4pm-Tpm, 26™ October 2002 ar the Four Winds, Castioreagh,
» s ETH LY
ar
By Email
ﬁ“‘ Email your submission to us af snergisin st Lied.uk
- ﬂ'
L3
ar
. By Post
* WD your own sutsmiksion and frocpoes i ook to us ot 'Encrgising Bt
> *  5OMI, Castiereagh Mouse, |2 Manse Anad, Bclfast BTE SAT.

Our approach to consultation and engagement

Wie fave six cloar pledges which reinforce our approach to engaging with our stakehoiders in the
develapmens of projects ke this.

1. Dsdiwer Informiation in a dear, transpanent, and accessible way.

Emcoiurage participation and provide oppormsnities to engage.
Build 2 trusoed working relathcnship with stakeholders.

Lizten to and consider feedback.

Respect people, their property and their commeanities.

B e

Act with innegrity, honesty and Fairness.
We'Te Imiting you to ghve foodbad on the Encrgising Beifast projoce.

Wi crioourage you oo engage with ws arad Fave your say as carly a5 possible during the oonsultation
period.

o car folloa ws on Limkedin - SOMI LEd or Twitter - @sond_itd, or st our project webpage for
specific Infarmation about the projed.

We welcome your feedback up until 25th November 2022
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SONI-C11-7

Author: Hidden

@ 1

SONI-C11-6

FSB Response to Consultation on the ‘Energising Belfast’ Project

24 Nov, 2022 - 7:25pm

FSB NI response to consultation on the ‘Energising Belfast’ project
Theme: General Comment

The attached letter has been submitted to the Energising Belfast Project Team on behalf of the FSB Northern Ireland.

Preparing for street heat networks served by big heat pumps

18 Nov, 2022 - 9:05pm

Author: Andy Frew

Preparing for street heat networks and big heat pumps
Theme: General Comment

Power cables in the street should be arranged so as not to obstruct the installation of insulated pipe networks for district heating, and
ideally installed at the same time to minimise traffic disruption.  Power network plans in Belfast should be capable of changes to
connect large heat pumps, possibly next the river or harbour. To limit the overall size of the power system needed to decarbonise heat
supplies to NI homes, big heat pumps linked to street heat networks in urban areas should be running at different times from heat
pumps in rural areas. ideally when wind energy is available. This can be helped by linking large scale storage of hot water above ground
and warm water underground to supplying heat in cold weather. If heat supply in urban areas can be decarbonised like this first, we
can concentrate on insulating rural homes to reduce loads on the extended rural power grid, removing boilers burning imported oil that
has high carbon emissions.

hide ~

SONI-C11

Author: Hidden

SONI-C11-4

Author: Hidden

Anon - FW01

26 Oct, 2022 - 12:00pm

Anon - MACO03
19 Oct, 2022 - 5:00pm

General Feedback
Theme: General Comment

| feel | have been provided with all the relevant information and | am satisfied with the level of expertise at this consultation event.
Ronan from SONI provided a very good presentation. Based on the information provided, | am supportive of this proposal.

Topics of Interest
Theme: General Comment

| am interested in the topics of, legal, material assets, statutory process, undergrounding of cabling and planning.

Potential Disruption
Theme: General Comment

| am concerned about potential disruption to businesses. Would cabling along the Westlink be a potential solution?

Non project related issue - Grid Connection
Theme: General Comment

| am concerned that small businesses are struggling to connect to the grid and | would like to see an improvement in this area.

General Feedback
Theme: General Comment

| have been provided with all the relevant information regarding this proposal and | am satisfied with the level of expertise at this
consultation event. | am supportive of this proposal and the benefits for economic growth and reducing emissions. These benefits
should be promoted and explained.
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e TelEl Anon- MAC02
19 Oct, 2022 - 5:00pm

Author: Hidden

SONI-C11-1 Energising Belfast Project
27 Oct, 2022 - 3:18pm

Author: Sean Boyle

General Feedback
Theme: General Comment

1 am satisfied with the level of expertise provided at this consultation event. | feel | have been provided with the relevant information. |
am not yet decided on whether | support this proposal

Four Winds Environmental Enhancement

Theme: General Comment

I support, in principle, the proposed infrastructre improvements proposed in the Energising Belfast Project.

The opportunity to remove the overhead power lines and pylon infstructure in the Four Winds area, is one which must be seized upon,

when the network upgrades are being implemented. As a home owner living under the 6 line 110kv cables, and immediately adjacent to
an overbearing pylon, | can testify to the negative impact this outdated and unsuitable technology has on the local environment.

There is however a lack of detail in the propaesals, albeit this Project is clearly at an initial stage and | like many of the neighbours | have
spoken to, would welcome mare substantive details on the enhancements proposed.
hide ~
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APPENDIX 3: Project Brochure
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Upgrading the electricity grid for a cleaner energy future
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our opuions on ses for New subswricns In Belfast Cry Centra 3nd dstsmming the meses for naw

rL abies, = (=1 i pariod will allow us 0
FAthEr 23 much InOrmaTion 35WE CaN fom thosewho We and work I tha 3rsa. We'rs looking 3 how
best 10 dalver s Project, What 3rsas may 5@ Impaaed 3d howwe keap disrupion 10 3 misimum.
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Swdies by SONI =ar of ™ aesing tower linewhich

passes thoegh Salfast, Including saveral bulk-up residomial arsas, Is impraaial dse 10 ™
aisruption it wosld C3ese 10 resaents and ths locl communky.

Folowing esgagemsnt with loca! key
s@keholder groups durng Fan 1 of our thres-
pan sngagemam procsss and ssisg the
Infomation S0m Dor STUKNES, WE'TR proposing
 calhves:

2 mew 275/ 110 KV ransformar &
Castloreagh M subszrion;

new szbszazions a1 of naar to Baktas: Nonh
Man (off Whitla Stser) and Balfast Camral
Main (off Linla Paerick Swee);

2 mow hgh-capaciy sndergrosad cabis
connecting Denagall Mats (near Boadway
roundadost) w Balfast Norh Main and
Batfast Comral Main.

This opeion s suppomnad by NIE Newworks,
WO CONSIrect, Mmalniais 35 ows th grid
Istrasiruaere. W' commized 1o sngaging,
communkcatisg and consultingwihycu os an
ongoing bass.

Over ths coming momhs, we wil usa your
foadback and collabormtion w heip Inform our
Nzl plans for this poject.

SOMI + Trurgrary felfat frochur

Sacartty and relladiRy of supply: Thess Improvemesss will Datld 3 moss resibent aod rakable grid,
ﬂi“ﬂg S20% than avaryone "as power whan and whers they need It

Moot futwre nesds: Thasa mprovemsntswill help 0" R =]
mae the growing and changing aleciricly nesds s ’
of Geeater Setfast. This Indudss the slearfcaton > 3

]

of ranspon systoms, vehidaes, heating and the I‘ -

cwvalopment of housing, oMces and Qrge enengy
wsars.

Sestainability: This prjec will maks sure har
Befast has ™ @pacy and Saxibiity i= the grid
% handie graater lavals of ranawabls esargy,

%0 dabver cur climate amdizion of 3t lsast 8¢%
renawable gensration by 2030.

Economic: Thasa improvaments wikl suppor futura
KV esInant, sconomic and population ErOWs -
aligaing with the visicn of the Bestast Region Ciry
Deal

We have six dear plodzes which rsinforce cur 3pprISCh  engaging with cur stakshaiders i the
Savelopmant of projects like tis.

1. Defiver Information in 3 claar, transpassat, 3nd A cessiis way
2 [ p and provics o angage.
3. Bulle 2 trusted working relatioaship with stakehotdars

& Usten to and coasidaer fesdback

5. Respect peopis, thalr property and thelr commenities.

&. Actwiih istagrily, hooasty and fairess.

We're Inviting you w0 give fescback on e Esergising Baltast project

We GnCOLrageyou 10 angags with us and have your s3y 25 eary 25 pessibie during the conssittion
parice.
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Thera are manyways 10 ge volved and provise fescback.

Thesa include:

Y Visting the SOM Comseitavion Porat hitpsy consult sonlitd.uk/
o=

'- o‘ Asenging ona of Our CoRsSREUCN dys:
. 13-2pM of 4pm-7pm, 19* Octobar 2022 3t tha MAC, Boltasz, BT 2N
13-2pm of 4 pm-7pm, 26* October 2022 3t tha Four Winds, Tastieraagh, STB 6L
+ .

‘k’.‘ Email yoor sedmission 10 &5 a1 fe@sonl.itd.uk;

5 Wrize your awn submission 30d freepos & back 10 @3 at Energising Battasy, SONY
J°  Cismeragh House, 13 Manse Road, Bodtas: BTS gRT.

You Gan follow us on Liskedis - SONI Lt or Twittar- @soal_tte, or vish oer project
wabpage for spsciic Informaticn 3dcut the projoct
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Figure 1: An example of the first correspondence sent to engage with elected representatives, here with South Belfast SDLP MP,
Claire Hanna.

Dear Claire,
I hope you are well.

I am writing to you regarding the ‘Energising Belfast’ project, which will install a new high-capacity underground cable in Belfast City Centre. The project will also require new substations in the City Centre to support the electricity network in the
Greater Belfast area. This will enable older, existing overhead lines to be removed in future.

Energising Belfast is being developed by SONI, the electricity transmission system operator for Northern Ireland and NIE Networks, with funding approved from the Utility Regulator. The project will require planning permission from Belfast City
Council.

This project is necessary to future proof the transmission system in Belfast to ensure businesses have capacity and the power they need to expand in the near-term and into the future, supporting the economic and societal vision of the Belfast
Region City Deal.

Energising Belfast will support the decarbonisation of heating and transport and will prepare the grid to facilitate greater levels of clean energy, helping to deliver our climate ambition of at least 80% renewable electricity generation by 2030.
During Part 2 of our three-part Grid Development Process, we are undertaking an extensive range of consultation to inform and obtain feedback on the project, and we would be keen to hear your views.

Should you wish to receive more information about the project, we would be happy to arrange a briefing.

You can also attend one of our drop-in consultation days, please see details below:

‘Wednesday 19" October 2022

The MAC, Belfast (10 Exchange St West, Belfast, BT1 2NI)

Afternoon session: 12noon - 2pm Evening session: 4pm - 7pm

or

‘Wednesday 26" October 2022

The Four Winds (111 Newton Park, Belfast, BT8 6LX)

Afternoon session: 12noon - 2pm Evening session: 4pm - 7pm

In the meantime, should you have any queries, please contact Ciaran McCartan, SONI's Senior Communications and Engagement Specialist.

Yours sincerely,
Jack

Figure 2: An example of the second, 'follow-up' correspondence sent to engage with elected representatives, here with West
Belfast People Before Profit MLA, Gerry Carroll.

Dear Gerry,

Further to my previous email, please see below a reminder of our drop-in consultation events for the Energising Belfast project:
Wednesday 19th October 2022

The MAC, Belfast (10 Exchange St West, Belfast, BT1 2NJ)

Afternoon session: 12noon - 2pm Evening session: 4pm - 7pm

Oor

Wednesday 26th October 2022

The Four Winds (111 Newton Park, Belfast, BT8 6LX)

Afternoon session: 12noon - 2pm Evening session: 4pm - 7pm

Please feel free to share these details with your constituents.

In the meantime, should you have any queries, please contact Ciaran McCartan, SONI's Senior Communications and Engagement Specialist.

Kind regards,

Jack

58




Figure 3: An example of the third correspondence sent to engage with elected representatives, here with East Belfast
UUP MLA, Andy Allen.

Dear Andy,

| am writing to you to provide an update on our consultation on the ‘Energising Belfast’ project.

Energising Belfast is being developed by SONI, the electricity transmission system operator for Northern Ireland and NIE Networks, with funding approved from the Utility Regulator.
During Part 2 of our three-part process for developing the grid, we are undertaking an extensive range of consultation to inform and obtain feedback on the project.

We recently held public consultation events at the MAC, Belfast and the Four Winds, Castlereagh during which we received valuable informatien to inform our final plans for the project.

This phase of our consultation will remain open until Friday 25" November, and feedback can be provided via SONI's Consultation Portal: https://consult.soni.ltd.uk/

Please feel free to share this information with your constituents. | have attached a graphic which can be shared on your social media channels.

In the meantime, should you have any queries, please contact Ciaran MccCartan, SONI's Senior Communications and Engagement Specialist, at ciaran.mccartan@soni.ltd.uk.
Yours sincerely,

Jack
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APPENDIX 5: Slide Deck Shared During Stakeholder Engagement Meetings for
Part 2a
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Energising Belfast

29 November 2022°

SONI

Retail
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Our Purpose

Transform the power system

for future generations
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Our Energising Belfast consultation is now
open until Friday 25 November

IN PERSON.

Attend one of our consultation days.

Wednesday 19 October, 12:00-14:00 or 16:00-19:00, at
The MAC, Belfast, BT1 2NJ.

Wednesday 26 October, 12:00-14:00 or 16:00-19:00, at
The Four Winds, Castlereagh, BT8 6LX.

ONLINE.
Make a submission via our consultation portal.
https://consult.soni.ltd.uk

EMAIL.
Email your submission to us at
energisingbelfast@soni.ltd.uk.

POST.

Send your submission to

Energising Belfast, SONI, Castlereagh House, 12 Manse
Road, Belfast BT6 9RT
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APPENDIX 6: Energising Belfast Project Webpage
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The project

SONI is the electricity transmission system operator for Northern Ireland. This means we plan for the future of
the electricity grid and operate it every minute of every day. We ensure that everyone has power when they

need it at the most economic price possible.

The Northern Ireland Climate Change Act has set targets for at least 80% of electricity to be generated from

renewable sources by 2030, and for net zero carbon emissions by 2050.

To prepare for this significant increase in clean energy, SONI must make the electricity grid stronger and maore
flexible. The grid will need to carry more power, and most of this power will come from renewable generation

that varies depending on the weather.

What is ‘Energising Belfast’?

The ‘Energising Belfast’ project will ensure that Belfast City Centre, its people and its businesses have the
clean energy needed to grow. This project will make sure that Belfast has the capacity and flexibility in the
grid to handle greater levels of renewable energy to deliver our climate ambition of at least 80% renewable

generation by 2030.

A thriving city centre is vital to the prosperity of the entire city and region and this project will deliver a grid
ready to power the clean energy transition. This scheme will support the aspirations of Belfast City Council’s

‘Belfast Agenda’ to increase the employment and residential population in the city.

The project will future proof the transmission system in Belfast to ensure businesses have capacity and the
power they need to expand in the near-term and into the future, supporting the economic and societal vision

of the Belfast Region City Deal and all partner councils in the Greater Belfast area.

What are the benefits of this project?

The project will create a high-capacity underground electricity connection through Belfast which will:
+ Strengthen the network and ensure consistent security of supply

Improve the efficiency of the electricity system, ensuring a more efficient and secure electricity supply on a sustainable basis.
+ Power up Belfast City Centre for a clean energy future

Ensure that Belfast residents and businesses have the power they need to facilitate population growth and the electrification of heating and transport, as we work to

decarbonise the power system for future generations.
« Support Northern Ireland’s renewable energy targets

Itis projected that Northern Ireland will require at least another 1,300 Megawatts of electricity from clean sources to meet the 80% renewable electricity ambitions for
2030. This means that the grid itself will require unprecedented change, Energising Belfast will ensure that the grid is made stronger and more flexible in order to
carry increasing amounts of clean energy like wind and solar. This project will enable this change, supporting the decarbonisation of heat and transport customers in

the Greater Belfast area.
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APPENDIX 7: Images from Consultation events
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Image from Consultation Event at the MAC Belfast, 19" October 2022
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APPENDIX 8: Advertisement for Consultation events
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'HELP SHAPE A CLEANER ENERG
FUTURE FOR GREATER BELFAST

At SON|we planfor the future of the electricity grid and operate it every minute of every day. As Northem
Ireland continues its move towards cleaner energy, the electricity system must also evolve. The grid needs
to be made stronger and more flexible to accommodate increasing amounts of clean energy while also
meeting the growing needs of our society and the economy.

That's why we are cumently planning an upgrade of the electricity grid in Greater Belfast.
The ‘Energising Belfost' project will strengthen the electricity grid, with a new high-capacity
underground cable replacing existing overhead lines from Carnmoney through Belfast to
Castlereagh - with new substations to provide additional power into the city centre.

We are in the early stages of the project and intend to submit a planning application in 2023.
Before then, we are consulting with local communities, businesses,and all interested parties to hear
your views and answer your questions. You are welcome to attend one of our
Public Consultation Days, please see details below:

19 October 2022 (12:00-14:00 or 16:00-19:00)

The MAC, Belfast,10 Exchange St West, Belfast, BT1 2NJ
Or 26 October 2022 (12:00-14:00 or 16:00-19:00)

The Four Winds, 111 Newton Park, Belfast BT8 6LX

To find out more about the project you can visit our consultation portal ot consult.soni ltd.uk/browse
or email at energisingbelfast@soniltd.uk or write to us at Energising Belfast,
SONI 12 Manse Road, Belfast, BT6 9RT.
We welcome your feedback up until Friday 25th November 2022

4 BELFAST SoRD)
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