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MINUTES OF THE SONI GRID CODE REVIEW PANEL MEETING

Held at the Internal Financial Services Centre, Clarion Hotel Dublin

On 24th May 2012 at 11:00
Present:

	Members/Alternates
	Representing
	

	Dick Lewis
	SONI
	Chairman

	Alex Baird
	SONI
	As an advisor for SONI

	Conor O’Doherty
	SONI
	As an advisor for SONI

	Brendan Woods
	SONI
	As an advisor for SONI

	Karen Creighton
	SONI
	As an advisor for SONI



	Bronagh Lunney
	NIE Energy PPB
	Observer

	David Macartney
	NIE Energy PPB
	Observer

	Angela Blair
	NIE Energy PPB
	Observer

	Denis McBride
	AES Ballylumford
	Generator

	Cathal Martin
	RES
	Generator

	Brian Mongan
	AES 
	Generator

	Dalia Majumder-Russell
	Secretary of the SONI GCRP
	


1. Chairman’s Introduction to the Meeting

· The Chairman welcomed the Panel Members and gave an overview of the agenda.
2. Apologies for absence

· The Chairman noted that apologies had been received from Joe Duddy (RES), Mick McGuckin (Moyle), Stephen Hemphill (Moyle), Kevin Hannafin (Energia), Jim Cooke (Coolkeragh ESB), Colin Broomfield (NIAUR), Brian Mulhern (NAIUR) and Jerry [ ] (NIE PPB)

3. Minutes of the Grid Code Review Panel Meeting held on 23 February 2012

· The minutes were approved by the Panel without any additional comments other that  those received from Cathal Martin. The Chairman informed the meeting that all actions arising out of the previous Minutes have either been settled already or are addressed in the agenda for the current meeting. Any other items will be addressed when the meeting considers AOB.

4. Points arising from Minutes (not otherwise included in Agenda)

· There were no other points arising from the minutes.

5. Grid Code Changes

5.1 Interconnector changes

· The Chairman noted that the consultation on Intraday Trading closed on 18 May 2012 and no comments have been received by SONI to the consultation. SONI will prepare a report for NIAUR, and once the changes are approved will update the SONI Grid Code.

· Denis McBride raised a query as to the effect of the intra-day changes on generators. The Chairman noted that the indicative day-ahead gate is similar to the Within Day gate 1 so no significant changes are likely to be felt by the generators. The TSO will consider issues around volatility in the market should there arise as a result of indicative within-day pricing as and when the issue arises. Denis McBride also noted that Panel could make representations to the Regulator in respect of their concerns on volatility and pointed out that generators face criticism over their purchases of gas which they need to have in case they are asked to switch on. The proposed modifications do not address the issues around volatility of within day trading. The Chairman pointed out that as issues around common arrangements on trading are settled, some of these issues would be resolved as part of that. The Chairman agreed that the different gate closures set out in the modifications do not address the issues around within day trading.

5.2 WFPS – Ramp Rate Break Point

· The Chairman opened the discussion about Ramp Rate Break Point. Cathal Martin reiterated that the EirGrid modification proposal had been removed and that EirGrid proposes to address non-compliance by some technologies (where the generator has made best efforts to address the delay) by way of derogations. Cathal Martin stated that he would be prepared to withdraw his modification request if a similar arrangement would apply in NI. 

· Karen Creighton confirmed that this is an issue for the TSO as the Grid Code permits non-compliance with the ramping rates if the generator is downgraded to 0. Conor O’Doherty noted that it is proposed that the WFPS would start up within 90 seconds and that this is consistent with capabilities of any technology. He also noted that at present there are no derogations in place in NI in respect of this. 

· The Panel discussed how wind farms are curtailed at present and whether ramping of conventional power generation should also be considered. The Panel also noted that the outcomes of the DS3 programme would have an impact on these proposals. Cathal Martin stressed that WFPSs would not want to be narrowed in their choice of wind turbine manufacturers as that would be uncompetitive. The Chairman noted that the Grid Code should be technology agnostic.

· The Chairman agreed that SONI would consider the option of derogation once the generator has made best effort in respect of compliance. 

· ACTION:  SONI to consider how this issue is being dealt with in ROI and circumstances in which SONI may consider supporting derogation. Karen Creighton and Cathal Martin to liaise on next steps. 

5.3 DSU Update

· The Chairman noted that TSC and the Grid Code were amended in 2011 to facilitate different types of demand side activity. Karen Creighton confirmed that the DSU changes have been incorporated in the February 2012 version of the Grid Code and that DSU workshops in relation to the connection process are planned in Belfast and Dublin this summer. 

· The Chairman noted that the processes for DSU changes were different in NI to ROI and legislative changes are needed in NI. SONI is aware that a request to have representatives on the Grid Code panel has been received in the ROI; to date no such request has been received by SONI. The Chairman confirmed that opinion of the Panel would be sought if such a request was received by SONI.

· ACTION:  SONI to circulate details of DSU workshops in Belfast and Dublin
6. WFPS Testing Document – Consultation / Update

· Conor O’Doherty gave a presentation on the history of the WFPS setting schedule and updated the Panel on the current stage of the WFPS setting schedule development.

· Conor O’Doherty confirmed that following comments received at the workshop, SONI has re-drafted WFPS setting schedule. Where there are areas that will require modifications of the Grid Code, SONI will propose the modifications as part of its consultation on the WFPS setting schedule. In particular, the WFPS setting schedule would need to amend the scope of CC7.2 to address modelling, voltage control, reactive capabilities, fault ride through cap, frequency control etc. Moreover, the WFPS setting schedule would apply for the life of the wind farm and so CC7.3 would need to be reviewed.

· Conor O’Doherty noted that the WFPS setting schedule has been developed as a joint NIE and SONI document and amendments would need to be reflected in both the SONI Grid Code and the NIE Distribution Code. 

· Conor O’Doherty explained that the WFPS response in voltage control mode and reactive capability would need to be reviewed. Cathal Martin queried how reactive capability of 0 would be defined as the industry would find wind-free reactive power difficult and a justification/cost-benefit analysis would be needed to show that 0 reactive power is required. The Chairman noted that the full explanations to the graphs in the presentation would be part of the consultation. 

· Conor O’Doherty explained that the definition of “fast acting” would be described to give more clarity for the WFPSs and as part of this changes would need to be made to CC.S2.1.5.2 and CC.S2.2.5.2.

· The Fault Ride through capability would also be updated in line with DS3 outcomes and the time would be amended from 1 second to 500ms in CC.S2.1.3.6/CC.S2.2.3.3. Cathal Martin noted that this is supported by the wind industry supports and that further discussions with the O&M providers would be needed to understand their capabilities in full. 

· Cathal Martin asked whether changes to Fault Ride through capability would be retrospectively. The Chairman confirmed that with the increasing numbers of wind generators connecting to the NI system, their compliance is important for the overall functioning of the system. Cathal Martin noted that any requirements for retrofitting and associated costs would need to be justified. 

· Denis McBride queried the range of the droop (2-20%). Conor O’Doherty explained that the TSO would specify the droop for a given wind farm.

· Conor O’Doherty explained that the certification process would be split into three options depending on a wind farms level of compliance: temporary certificate, then either a final or restricted compliance certificate. The Chairman noted that SONI issues operational certificates also under a separate process already in place and the issuing of certificates would eventually be harmonised with the TSC.

· David Macartney queried how the process will be run in respect of changes being made as part of the DS3 programme at the joint Grid Code panel level. The Chairman confirmed that the processes are running in parallel and have a common goal but there are differences between the SONI and EirGrid Grid Codes that require variations in the approach.

· The Panel encourages SONI to release the WFPS setting schedule for consultation. 

7. Fail to Sync – Update

· SONI and EirGrid jointly published the Fail to Sync Consultation on 23 May 2012 which will run for 4 weeks until 21 June 2012. The Chairman invited the Panel to comment on the proposals.

· Denis McBride asked for the minutes to note that existing disputes may impact on the ability of certain parties to provide comments and the proposed timeline. There was a general discussion as to whether the disputes were separate from the current consultation process (as the dispute concerns amendments made in an earlier modification). The Chairman asked to be sent the time table for dispute process so that it can be considered in respect of the current consultation.

8. DS 3

· The Chairman noted the Panel had been given an update in respect of DS3 in the joint Grid Code panel meeting.

9. Any Other Business

· Cathal Martin asked about the definition of MW Availability signal and how the treatment of wind farms under SDC1.4.3.2 compares to the treatment of conventional power generators. Cathal Martin requested that harmonisation for the island of Ireland for forecasting purposes should not affect a generator’s ability to become a Variable Price Taker in the SEM. Conor O’Doherty explained that it is important for SONI to know what generation is available on the system. The Chairman confirmed that Cathal Martin’s written request in respect of this has been noted and is being considered. If it is to be included in the Grid Code that generators would be expected to comply or seek derogation.

10. Arrangements for next meeting

· The Chairman informed the Panel of the following proposed dates for the next GCRPs and JGCRPs:

· 27 September 2012 (Belfast)

· 29 November 2012 (Dublin)
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